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               Piraeus, 24 October 2023                HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
 HELLENIC STATISTICAL AUTHORITY 

  
 
 
 
 

SURVEY ON ROAD FREIGHT TRANSPORT: 2021 and 2022 
 

 

The Hellenic Statistical Authority announces the results of the road freight transport survey for the years 
2021 and 2022. 

According to the survey results, in 2022 compared to 2021, an increase is observed in the total weight of 
goods which were carried by road freight vehicles registered in Greece. Specifically, in 2022, the weight of 
goods carried by road transport vehicles, for own account, amounted to 180,137.8 thousand tonnes thus 
recording an 10.1% increase in comparison with 2021 when 163,632.1 thousand tonnes were carried. The 
tonne-kilometres effected by road transport vehicles, for own account, during 2022 amounted to 
5,543,290.2 thousand, recording an increase by 1.8% in comparison with 2021 when 5,543,207.4 thousand 
tkm were effected . Accordingly, in 2022 the weight of goods carried by road transport vehicles, for hire or 
reward, amounted to 109,992.7 thousand tonnes, recording an increase by 2.5% in comparison with 2021 
when 107,360.0 thousand tonnes were carried. The tonne-kilometres effected by road transport vehicles, 
for hire or reward, during 2022 amounted to 15,647,852.4 thousand recording an increase by 0.8% in 
comparison with 2021, when 15,524,717.5 thousand tkm were effected (Table 1, Graphs 1a, 1b). 

With regard to the type of cargo (classification of cargo carried, on means of transport, based on its general 
appearance), in terms of weight carried, in 2022 compared to 2021, the most significant increase was 
recorded in the type “Solid bulk goods (no cargo unit)” by 12.6% followed by an increase in the type “Any 
other type of cargo” by 5.6%.  The most significant decrease was recorded in the type “Mobile, self-
propelled units” by 22.3% followed by a decrease in the type “Freight containers” by 11.5%, (Table 2, Graph 
2). 
Tables 3a and 4a illustrate for the year 2021, at the level of Regions (NUTS 2), loading and unloading data 
with regard to the weight of goods carried and tonne-kilometres effected by national and international 
road transport vehicles. In terms of weight of goods carried for national transport, the vast majority of 
loadings and unloadings was recorded in Attiki followed by Κentriki Makedonia and Sterea Ellada. In terms 
of weight of goods carried by international road transport vehicles, Kentriki Makedonia accounts for the 
largest share of loadings and unloadings followed by Attiki. 

Tables 3b and 4b illustrate for the year 2022, at the level of Regions (NUTS 2), loading and unloading data 
with regard to the weight of goods carried and tonne-kilometres effected by national and international 
road transport vehicles. In terms of weight of goods carried for national transport, the vast majority of 
loadings and unloadings was recorded in Attiki followed by Dytiki Makedonia and Κentriki Makedonia. In 
terms of weight of goods carried by international road transport vehicles, Kentriki Makedonia accounts for 
the largest share of loadings and unloadings followed by Attiki. 

 
 
Information on methodological issues: 
Division of Sectoral Statistics                                                                                                                                Information for data provision: 
Section of Transport Statistics                                                                                                Tel. +30 213 135 2022 

  K. Papadimitrakopoulos                                                                                                            E mail. data.dissem@statistics.gr    
  Τel : +30 213 135 3059 

 e-mail: k.papadimitrakopoulos@statistics.gr  
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Table 1. Weight of transported goods and tonne-kilometres1 effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, according to type 
of use of lorries (for hire or reward, or own account), years 2021-2022 
 

Type of road freight 
transport vehicles 

Weight of transported goods                                
(k-tonnes) 

Tonne-Kilometers (k-tkm) 

  2021 2022 Change % 2021 2022 Change % 

Total  270,992.1 290,130.5 7.1 20,967,924.9 21,191,142.6 1.1 

Road freight transport 
vehicles, for own account 

163,632.1 180,137.8 10.1 5,443,207.4 5,543,290.2 1.8 

Road freight transport 
vehicles, for hire or reward 

107,360.0 109,992.7 2.5 15,524,717.5 15,647,852.4 0.8 

Remarks:   Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up  
1 Tonne-kilometres (tkm) = weight of transported goods x distance travelled 
  
Graph 1a. Weight of transported goods (in thousand tonnes) by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, by type of vehicle, years 
2021-2022 
 

 
 
 
 
Graph 1b. Tonne-kilometres (in thousands), effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, according to type of use of lorries 
(for hire or reward, or own account), years 2021-2022 
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Table 2. Weight of transported goods and tonne-kilometres effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, by type of cargo, 
years 2021-2022 
  

Type of cargo 

Weight of transported goods 
(k-tonnes) 

Tonne-Kilometers (k-tkm) 

2021 2022 Change % 2021 2022 
Change 

% 

Total of transports 270,992.1 290,130.5 7.1 20,967,924.9 21,191,142.6 1.1 

Solid bulk goods (no cargo unit) 175,316.8 197,379.1 12.6 8,031,316.1 7,647,982.6 -4.8 

Palletised goods 44,761.7 45,183.2 0.9 9,038,944.5 10,067,679.8 11.4 

Liquid bulk goods (no cargo 
unit) 

18,584.6 17,884.2 -3.8 1,705,386.7 1,511,604.7 -11.4 

Freight containers 22,853.5 20,215.4 -11.5 827,358.5 865,206.7 4.6 

Mobile, self-propelled units 1,914.9 1,487.0 -22.3 251,448.0 178,849.3 -28.9 

Any other type of cargo 7,560.7 7,981.5 5.6 1,113,471.3 919,819.6 -17.4 

Remark:   Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up 

 
 
Graph 2: Percentage distribution of the weight of transported goods by type of cargo, years 2021-2022 
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Table 3a. Weight of loaded goods on road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-kilometres effected 
by place of loading, year 2021 
 

Place of loading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                          
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                                
– International 

transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 

Region                                  
(NUTS 2) 

k-tn k-tkm 
Private and Public Lorries 

Private and Public 
Lorries 

k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total 267,816.8 18,742,308.9 265,782.1 16,275,717.0 2,034.7 2,466,591.9 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
15,477.8 1,127,077.6 15,419.8 1,071,958.1 58.0 55,119.5 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

36,022.9 4,876,787.7 35,114.7 3,777,842.9 908.2 1,098,944.9 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 24,578.7 498,520.1 24,578.7 498,520.1  0  0 

Ipeiros 8,450.9 982,943.8 8,368.6 940,555.5 82.3 42,388.3 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 17,140.7 1,198,021.2 17,046.6 1,075,975.9 94.1 122,045.3 

Ionia Nisia 2,390.9 62,557.2 2,390.9 62,557.2 0  0  

Dytiki Ellada 25,142.1 1,661,704.8 24,830.7 1,405,607.1 311.4 256,097.7 

Sterea Ellada 29,714.1 1,623,665.0 29,577.9 1,396,212.9 136.1 227,452.0 

Peloponnisos 13,610.5 1,081,146.4 13,534.3 991,913.2 76.2 89,233.2 

Αttiki Αttiki 67,754.5 4,504,020.1 67,432.9 4,009,086.7 321.6 494,933.4 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 4,430.5 77,386.8 4,430.5 77,386.8 0 0 

Notio Aigaio 1,408.4 25,998.3 1,408.4 25,998.3 0 0 

Kriti 21,695.0 1,022,480.0 21,648.1 942,102.4 46.9 80,377.6 

 Remark:  Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up   

 
 
Graph 3a. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods loaded on road freight vehicles performing national transport by Region of 
loading, year 2021 
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Table 3b. Weight of loaded goods on road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-kilometres effected 
by place of loading, year 2022 
 

Place of loading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                          
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                                
– International 

transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 

Region                                  
(NUTS 2) 

k-tn k-tkm 
Private and Public Lorries 

Private and Public 
Lorries 

k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total 288,241.2 18,877,150.1 285,928.6 16,102,523.7 2,312.6 2,774,626.4 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
15,656.7 1,380,370.6 15,535.9 1,277,559.9 120.8 102,810.7 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

39,911.6 5,111,621.1 39,005.3 4,035,001.9 906.2 1,076,619.2 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 50,503.1 652,576.3 50,487.2 641,097.6 15.9 11,478.8 

Ipeiros 5,473.0 732,110.1 5,435.9 699,545.3 37.2 32,564.8 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 15,945.1 1,596,583.8 15,736.0 1,309,594.1 209.1 286,989.7 

Ionia Nisia 2,763.9 74,710.5 2,763.9 74,710.5  0 0  

Dytiki Ellada 22,723.0 1,413,355.5 22,476.5 1,238,130.0 246.5 175,225.4 

Sterea Ellada 26,992.3 1,501,883.8 26,891.8 1,359,000.8 100.5 142,883.0 

Peloponnisos 18,745.1 1,274,847.2 18,605.4 1,060,294.5 139.7 214,552.7 

Αttiki Αttiki 56,204.1 4,232,817.8 55,734.8 3,573,859.8 469.2 658,958.0 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 1,894.3 41,332.1 1,894.3 41,332.1  0 0  

Notio Aigaio 15,716.9 136,193.7 15,716.9 136,193.7  0 0  

Kriti 15,712.0 728,747.6 15,644.5 656,203.5 67.5 72,544.1 

 Remark:  Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up   
 
 
Graph 3b. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods loaded on road freight vehicles performing national transport by Region of 
loading, year 2022 
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Table 4a. Weight of unloaded goods from road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-kilometres 
effected by place of unloading, year 2021 
 

Place of unloading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                 

– International transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 
Region (NUTS 2) k-tn k-tkm 

Private and Public Lorries 
Private and Public 

Lorries 
k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total 267,539.1 18,333,522.1 265,782.1 16,275,717.0 1,757.0 2,057,805.1 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
14,945.2 997,858.4 14,925.0 980,027.0 20.2 17,831.3 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

35,117.4 4,402,430.3 34,346.0 3,589,665.1 771.4 812,765.2 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 24,873.1 540,912.2 24,845.3 514,177.6 27.8 26,734.7 

Ipeiros 8,182.3 942,357.3 8,157.6 929,048.7 24.7 13,308.6 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 17,922.2 1,307,072.1 17,876.4 1,264,321.7 45.8 42,750.4 

Ionia Nisia 3,831.1 237,689.4 3,831.1 237,689.4  0 0  

Dytiki Ellada 23,348.9 1,348,478.5 23,136.0 1,197,119.5 212.9 151,358.9 

Sterea Ellada 31,084.2 1,493,983.6 30,979.8 1,375,654.5 104.4 118,329.2 
Peloponnisos 12,306.2 922,375.6 12,267.5 842,796.8 38.7 79,578.8 

Αttiki Αttiki 67,472.6 4,941,157.9 66,988.0 4,185,786.6 484.7 755,371.3 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 4,700.8 99,369.6 4,700.8 99,369.6 0 0 

Notio Aigaio 2,023.2 51,866.2 2,023.2 51,866.2 0 0 

Kriti 21,731.7 1,047,971.1 21,705.2 1,008,194.4 26.5 39,776.7 

 Remark:   Any differences between the totals across tables are on account of rounding up 
 
 

 
Graph 4a. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods unloaded from road freight vehicles performing national transport by 
Region of unloading, year 2021 
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Table 4b. Weight of unloaded goods from road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-kilometres 
effected by place of unloading, year 2022 
 

Place of unloading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                 

– International transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 
Region (NUTS 2) k-tn k-tkm 

Private and Public Lorries 
Private and Public 

Lorries 
k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total 287,833.9 18,326,615.1 285,928.6 16,102,523.7 1,905.3 2,224,091.4 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
15,351.9 1,103,090.8 15,272.3 1,071,853.2 79.5 31,237.6 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

38,482.8 4,636,254.3 37,741.2 3,755,499.9 741.7 880,754.3 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 

50,743.0 663,187.9 50,728.7 661,752.5 14.4 1,435.4 

Ipeiros 4,822.5 569,842.2 4,801.7 551,225.3 20.8 18,616.9 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 16,247.2 1,414,320.5 16,150.2 1,318,181.2 97.0 96,139.3 

Ionia Nisia 4,243.0 331,955.7 4,243.0 331,955.7  0  0 

Dytiki Ellada 21,940.1 1,434,449.7 21,804.5 1,344,277.0 135.6 90,172.8 

Sterea Ellada 26,456.7 1,314,515.8 26,401.3 1,213,545.0 55.3 100,970.7 

Peloponnisos 18,127.9 1,002,290.8 18,103.8 963,776.3 24.1 38,514.5 

Αttiki Αttiki 57,619.6 4,903,777.1 56,945.8 4,019,986.7 673.9 883,790.5 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 2,053.4 51,526.9 2,053.4 51,526.9 0 0 

Notio Aigaio 15,981.1 156,948.8 15,981.1 156,948.8 0 0 

Kriti 15,764.6 744,454.6 15,701.5 661,995.2 63.1 82,459.4 

 Remark:   Any differences between the totals across tables are on account of rounding up 
 
 
 
 
Graph 4b. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods unloaded from road freight vehicles performing national transport by 
Region of unloading, year 2022 
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SURVEY ON ROAD 
FREIGHT 
TRANSPORT   

 
                          
                         
 
                                                         EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
The survey on road freight transport is a quarterly survey which has been conducted in all EU Member States since 
1999, by virtue of Council Regulation (EC) No 1172/98. The purpose of the survey is to monitor the carriage of goods 
by road by means of goods road transport vehicles, which are registered in each Member State, as well as the journeys 
made by such vehicles. The survey does not cover: a) goods road transport vehicles whose authorised weight or 
dimensions exceed the limits normally permitted in the Member States concerned and b) agricultural vehicles, military 
vehicles and vehicles belonging to central or local public administrations, with the exception of goods road transport 
vehicles belonging to public undertakings, and in particular railway undertakings. Each Member State may exclude 
from the scope of this Regulation goods road transport vehicles whose load capacity or maximum permissible weight 
is lower than a certain limit (3.5 tonnes of load capacity for Greece). 
 

LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK 
 

The survey is governed by Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on statistical 
returns in respect of the carriage of goods by road. This Regulation is a recast edition of the Regulation (EC) 1172/98, 
which has been substantially amended several times. 

REFERENCE 
PERIOD 

Data refer to the years 2021 and 2022. 
 

 
 
SURVEY 
METHODOLOGY 

 
The survey is conducted on a quarterly basis. The sample is equally distributed into the thirteen weeks of a quarter. 
Every vehicle is surveyed during a specific week of the year, from Monday to Sunday. The sample is selected on the 
basis of various criteria: the vehicle performing national or international road freight transport; the vehicle being for 
private or for public use; class of load capacity; type of chassis; registered office of the vehicle, etc. The questionnaires 
are processed and the data are produced in line with rules and guidelines laid down in the relevant Manual of Eurostat. 

                                   
                                   LARGE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF GREECE (NUTS I) 
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DEFINITIONS 

                                             

                                                  REGIONS OF GREECE (NUTS II) 

 

Registered vehicle: the state of having been entered in a register of road transport vehicles, kept by an official body in 
a Member State. In the case of carriage by means of a combination of road transport vehicles, the complete vehicle 
shall be deemed to be registered in the country where the goods road transport vehicle is registered. 

 International Transport: a) a laden journey undertaken by a vehicle the point of departure and the point of arrival of 
which are in two different Member States, b) a laden journey undertaken by a vehicle from a Member State to a third 
country or vice versa, c) a laden journey undertaken by a vehicle between third countries, d) an unladen journey in 
conjunction with the carriage referred to in points a), b) and c). International carriage shall be carried out subject to 
possession of a Community license. 

 National transport: transport by a loaded vehicle where the point of departure and the point of arrival are located in 
the same country (Greece). 

 Load capacity: maximum weight of goods declared permissible by the competent authority of the country of 
registration of the vehicle. When the goods road transport vehicle is a road train made up of a lorry with trailer, the 
load capacity of the road train is the sum of the load capacities of the lorry and the trailer. 

 Place of loading:  the first place in which goods are loaded on the goods road transport vehicle, which was previously 
completely empty. 

 Place of unloading: the last place in which goods are unloaded from the goods road transport vehicle, which is 
subsequently completely empty. 

 Distance traveled: actual distance excluding the distance covered by the goods road transport vehicle while being 
transported by another means of transport. 

 Types of journey: 1) laden journey involving one single basic transport operation 2) laden journey involving several 
transport operations, but not considered as a collection or distribution round, 3) laden journey of the collection or 
distribution round type, 4) unladen journeys.  

 
REMARK 
 

 
Any differences between the totals across tables are on account of rounding up.  

 
REFERENCES 

 
More information can be found on the portal of ELSTAT, following the link: https://www.statistics.gr/en/statistics/-
publication/SME16/- . 


