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SURVEY ON ROAD FREIGHT TRANSPORT:  2018 
 
 

The Hellenic Statistical Authority announces the results of the road freight transport survey for the year 
2018. 

According to the survey results, in 2018 compared to 2017, a decrease by 6.9% is observed in the total 
weight of goods which were carried by road freight vehicles registered in Greece. Specifically, in 2018, the 
weight of goods carried by road transport vehicles, for own account, amounted to 266,443.4 thousand 
tonnes thus recording an 11.2% decrease in comparison with 2017. The tonne-kilometres effected by road 
transport vehicles, for own account, during 2018 amounted to 6,468,342.3 thousands, recording an 
increase by 0.8% in comparison with 2017. Accordingly, in 2018 the weight of goods carried by road 
transport vehicles, for hire or reward, amounted to 95,503.4 thousand tonnes, recording an increase by 
7.6% in comparison with 2017. The tonne-kilometres effected by road transport vehicles, for hire or 
reward, during 2018 amounted to 22,810,383.0 thousands recording an increase by 3.7% in comparison 
with 2017 (Table 1, Graphs 1a, 1b). 

With regard to the type of cargo (classification of cargo carried, on means of transport, based on its general 
appearance), in terms of weight carried, in 2018 compared to 2017, an increase was recorded in the types 
“Freight containers” and “Mobile, self-propelled units” by 14.7% and 6.8% respectively, while the most 
significant decrease was recorded in the type “Liquid bulk goods (no cargo unit)” by 26.6%. As far as tonne-
kilometres are concerned, for the same time period, the most significant increase was observed in the type 
“Freight containers” by 49.4% while the most significant decrease was observed in the type “Any other type 
of cargo” by 10.6% (Table 2, Graph 2). 

Tables 3 and 4 illustrate, at the level of Regions (NUTS 2), loading and unloading data with regard to the 
weight of freight and tonne-kilometres effected by national and international road transport vehicles. In 
terms of weight of loaded and unloaded goods, for national transport, the vast majority of loadings and 
unloadings was recorded in Dytiki Makedonia followed by Attiki. In terms of weight of goods carried by 
international road transport vehicles, Kentriki Makedonia accounts for the largest share of loadings 
followed by Attiki, while Attiki accounts for the largest share of unloadings followed by Kentriki Makedonia. 

Graphs 5 and 6 present the evolution of the road freight transport industry in Greece, for the years 2011 – 
2018, in terms of goods that were carried and tonne-kilometres effected. 

 
 
 
 
 
Information on methodological issues: 
Division of  Sectoral  
Statistics                                                                                                                                Information for data provision: 
Section of  Transport  Statistics                                                                                         Tel. +30 213 135 2022 
P. Tzortzi, K. Papadimitrakopoulos                                                                                    E mail. data.dissem@statistics.gr    
Τel : +30 213 135 2187 , +30 213 135 3059 
Fax: +30 213 135 2757 
E mail: p.tzortzi@statistics.gr 

 



 

       
Table 1. Weight of transported goods and tonne-kilometres

1
 effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, according to 

type of use of lorries (for hire or reward, or own account), years 2017-2018 
 

Type of road freight 
transport vehicles 

Weight of transported goods                                
(k-tonnes) 

Tonne-Kilometers (k-tkm) 

  2017 2018 Change % 2017 2018 Change % 

Total  388,913.4 361,946.8 -6.9 28,418,052.2 29,278,725.3 3.0 

Road freight transport 
vehicles, for own account 

300,176.3 266,443.4 -11.2 6,418,339.5 6,468,342.3 0.8 

Road freight transport 
vehicles, for hire or reward 

88,737.1 95,503.4 7.6 21,999,712.7 22,810,383.0 3.7 

Remarks:   Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up  
1
 Tonne-kilometres (tkm) = weight of transported goods x distance travelled 

  
 
Graph 1a. Weight of transported goods (in thousand tonnes) by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, by type of vehicle, years 
2017-2018 
 

 
 
 
 
Graph 2b. Tonne-kilometres

 
(in thousands), effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, according to type of use of 

lorries (for hire or reward, or own account), years 2017-2018 
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Table2. Weight of transported goods and tonne-kilometres effected by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, by type of cargo, 
years 2017-2018 
  

Type of cargo 

Weight of transported goods 
(k-tonnes) 

Tonne-Kilometers (k-tkm) 

2017 2018 Change % 2017 2018 
Change 

% 

Total of transports 388,913.4 361,946.8 -6.9 28,418,052.2 29,278,725.3 3.0 

Solid bulk goods (no cargo unit) 283,542.8 263,448.6 -7.1 9,399,992.0 9,754,105.1 3.8 

Palletised goods 39,836.1 38,746.4 -2.7 13,749,844.5 13,679,758.3 -0.5 

Liquid bulk goods (no cargo 
unit) 

32,523.7 23,880.7 -26.6 2,184,766.9 2,783,378.5 27.4 

Freight containers 21,507.5 24,660.1 14.7 499,343.9 745,830.3 49.4 

Mobile, self-propelled units 2,323.2 2,481.5 6.8 402,609.8 365,522.5 -9.2 

Any other type of cargo 9,180.0 8,729.3 -4.9 2,181,495.1 1,950,130.6 -10.6 

Remark:   Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up 
 
 
 
Graph 2: Percentage distribution of the weight of transported goods by type of cargo, years 2017-2018 
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Table 3. Weight of loaded goods on road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-kilometres 
effected by place of loading, year 2018 
 

Place of loading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                           
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                                
– International 

transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 

Region                                  
(NUTS 2) 

k-tn k-tkm 
Private and Public Lorries 

Private and Public 
Lorries 

k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total
1 

357,138.7 22,775,897.4 351,225.1 15,306,874.7 5,913.6 7,469,022.8 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
13,846.9 1,471,828.3 13,504.0 1,025,009.2 342.9 446,819.1 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

49,850.8 6,547,766.2 47,920.6 3,672,530.9 1,930.2 2,875,235.3 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 

98,068.3 959,132.7 98,053.3 951,475.2 15.0 7,657.5 

Ipeiros 12,121.2 1,060,109.3 12,007.7 953,517.9 113.6 106,591.4 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 13,927.2 1,333,412.6 13,664.2 981,430.4 263.0 351,982.2 

Ionia Nisia 7,221.3 142,512.7 7,208.6 137,448.3 12.7 5,064.4 

Dytiki Ellada 24,918.7 2,147,178.7 24,218.0 1,451,519.8 700.7 695,658.8 

Sterea Ellada 29,134.4 1,640,359.6 28,652.3 1,164,687.9 482.1 475,671.7 

Peloponnisos 14,194.7 1,810,298.9 13,565.3 1,014,593.9 629.4 795,705.0 

Αttiki Αttiki 63,493.1 4,813,796.6 62,269.3 3,278,075.9 1,223.8 1,535,720.7 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 2,470.4 78,408.5 2,470.4 78,408.5     

Notio Aigaio 13,788.1 111,333.6 13,788.1 111,333.6     

Kriti 14,103.6 659,759.8 13,903.4 486,843.1 200.2 172,916.7 

 Remark:  Any differences in the totals across tables are on account of rounding up   
1
 Includes revised first quarter of 2018 data for the Region of Attica 

 
 
Graph 3. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods loaded on road freight vehicles performing national transport by Region of 
loading, year 2018 
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Table 4. Weight of unloaded goods from road freight transport vehicles (national and international transport) and tonne-
kilometres effected by place of unloading, year 2018 
 

Place of unloading 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 
– National and 

international transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres 

– National transport 

Weight of freight and 
tonnekilometres                                                 

– International transport 

Great 
Geographic 

Area (NUTS 1) 
Region (NUTS 2) k-tn k-tkm 

Private and Public Lorries 
Private and Public 

Lorries 

k-tn k-tkm k-tn k-tkm 

Greece, Total
1 

356,155.7 21,825,632.0 351,225.1 15,306,874.7 4,930.5 6,518,757.3 

Voreia Ellada 

Αnatoliki 
Makedonia, 

Thraki 
13,773.5 1,247,751.5 13,582.7 987,435.4 190.9 260,316.1 

Κentriki 
Makedonia 

47,806.8 5,620,821.4 46,111.4 3,253,005.4 1,695.4 2,367,816.0 

Dytiki 
Makedonia 

97,688.0 878,588.0 97,688.0 878,588.0     

Ipeiros 11,752.8 842,172.6 11,696.0 790,638.9 56.8 51,533.7 

Κentriki 
Ellada 

Thessalia 15,210.9 1,519,596.1 15,006.3 1,228,452.3 204.6 291,143.8 

Ionia Nisia 9,010.1 394,082.7 9,010.1 394,082.7     

Dytiki Ellada 22,700.7 1,518,943.8 22,491.2 1,343,039.4 209.5 175,904.3 

Sterea Ellada 28,080.4 1,226,669.5 27,917.3 1,096,267.6 163.1 130,401.9 

Peloponnisos 13,527.5 1,084,611.3 13,359.5 899,620.1 168.1 184,991.2 

Αttiki Αttiki 65,518.2 6,763,592.5 63,294.4 3,734,698.9 2,223.9 3,028,893.7 

Νisia Aigaiou, 
Kriti 

Voreio Aigaio 2,733.7 77,336.9 2,733.7 77,336.9     

Notio Aigaio 14,354.1 141,439.2 14,354.1 141,439.2     

Kriti 13,998.9 510,026.6 13,980.4 482,270.0 18.4 27,756.5 

 Remark:   Any differences between the totals across tables are on account of rounding up 
1
 Includes revised first quarter 2018 data for the Region of Attica 

 
 
Graph 4. Percentage distribution of the weight of goods unloaded from road freight vehicles performing national transport by 
Region of unloading, year 2018 
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Graph 5. Weight of goods carried by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, years 2011-2018 
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Graph 6. Effected tonne-kilometres by road freight vehicles registered in Greece, years 2011-2018 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

SURVEY ON ROAD 
FREIGHT 
TRANSPORT 

The survey on road freight transport is a quarterly survey which has been conducted in all EU 
Member States since 1999, by virtue of Council Regulation (EC) No 1172/98. The purpose of the 
survey is to monitor the carriage of goods by road by means of goods road transport vehicles, 
which are registered in each Member State, as well as the journeys made by such vehicles. The 
survey does not cover: a) goods road transport vehicles whose authorised weight or dimensions 
exceed the limits normally permitted in the Member States concerned and b) agricultural 
vehicles, military vehicles and vehicles belonging to central or local public administrations, with 
the exception of goods road transport vehicles belonging to public undertakings, and in 
particular railway undertakings. Each Member State may exclude from the scope of this 
Regulation goods road transport vehicles whose load capacity or maximum permissible weight 
is lower than a certain limit (3.5 tonnes of load capacity for Greece). 
 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK The survey is governed by Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods by road. This Regulation is a 
recast edition of the Regulation (EC) 1172/98, which has been substantially amended several 
times. 

REFERENCE PERIOD Data refer to the year 2018. 
 

SURVEY 
METHODOLOGY 

The survey is conducted on a quarterly basis. The sample is equally distributed into the thirteen 
weeks of a quarter. Every vehicle is surveyed during a specific week of the year, from Monday 
to Sunday. The sample is selected on the basis of various criteria: the vehicle performing 
national or international road freight transport; the vehicle being for private or for public use; 
class of load capacity; type of chassis; registered office of the vehicle, etc. International road 
freight transport vehicles represent approximately 15% of the sample. The questionnaires are 
processed and the data are produced in line with rules and guidelines laid down in the relevant 
Manual of Eurostat. 
 

DEFINITIONS Registered vehicle: the state of having been entered in a register of road transport vehicles, 
kept by an official body in a Member State. In the case of carriage by means of a combination of 
road transport vehicles, the complete vehicle shall be deemed to be registered in the country 
where the goods road transport vehicle is registered. 

 International Transport: a) a laden journey undertaken by a vehicle the point of departure and 
the point of arrival of which are in two different Member States, b) a laden journey undertaken 
by a vehicle from a Member State to a third country or vice versa, c) a laden journey 
undertaken by a vehicle between third countries, d) an unladen journey in conjunction with the 
carriage referred to in points a), b) and c). International carriage shall be carried out subject to 
possession of a Community license. 

 National transport: transport by a loaded vehicle where the point of departure and the point of 
arrival are located in the same country (Greece). 

 Load capacity: maximum weight of goods declared permissible by the competent authority of 
the country of registration of the vehicle. When the goods road transport vehicle is a road train 
made up of a lorry with trailer, the load capacity of the road train is the sum of the load 
capacities of the lorry and the trailer. 

 Place of loading:  the first place in which goods are loaded on the goods road transport vehicle, 
which was previously completely empty. 

 Place of unloading: the last place in which goods are unloaded from the goods road transport 
vehicle, which is subsequently completely empty. 

 Distance traveled: actual distance excluding the distance covered by the goods road transport 
vehicle while being transported by another means of transport. 

 Types of journey: 1) laden journey involving one single basic transport operation 2) laden 
journey involving several transport operations, but not considered as a collection or distribution 
round, 3) laden journey of the collection or distribution round type, 4) unladen journeys.  
 

REMARK Any differences between the totals across tables are on account of rounding up.  
 

REFERENCES More information can be found on the portal of ELSTAT. www.statistics.gr, following the 
navigation path: <STATISTICS > INDUSTRY. TRADE. SERVICES. TRANSPORT > ROAD TRANSPORT > 
FREIGHT TRANSPORT. 
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LARGE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF GREECE (NUTS I) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REGIONS OF GREECE (NUTS II) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


