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Decrease in the volume of Total building Activity by 33,8 % 

                                 ΕΡΕΥΝΑ ΟΙΚΟΔΟΜΙΚΗΣ ΔΡΑΣΤΗΡΙΟΤΗΤΑΣ : April 2010 

According to provisional data published by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, in April 2010

total Building Activity (private-public), in the whole country, which is calculated by the number

of building permits, amounted to 3.732. This figure corresponds to 776,7 thousand m
2
 of surface

and 2.811,1  thousand m
3
 of volume, which shows a decrease of  15,8%, in the number of

of building permits, and a of 30,6% in surface and 33,8% in volume as compared to the

same month in 2009 (Table 1).

Private Building Activity, in the whole country, summed to 3.707 building permits, which correspond

to 740,5 thousand m
2
 of surface and 2.650,9 thousand m

3
 of volume. As compared to the same month 

of 2009 (Table 2), there is a deacrease in the number of building permits by 15,4% and a decrease 

in surface by 30,6% and  in volume by 34,5% respectively (Table 2).

Public Building Activity in the whole country in April 2010, amounted to 25 building permits,

which corresponds to 36,1 thousand m
2
 of surface and 160,3 thousand m

3
 of volume. The contribution

of Public Building Activity in the total building activity , in April 2010, is 5,7%.

In the last twelve months, from May 2009 until April 2010, the volume of total Building Activity

(Private and Public) in Country Total, measured by the number of issued building permits amounted

to 55,132. This figure corresponds to 12.299,0 thousands m
2
 of surface and 45187,4  thousands m

3

in volume, which shows a decrease of 12.1 % in the number of building permits,  22.0%  in surface

and 26.0% in volume compared to the respective period May 2008 - April 2009 (Table 3).

In the same period from May 2009 to April 2010, Private Building Activity shows in Country

Total, a reduction by 12,2% in the number of issued building permits, 22.5% in  surface and 27.0%

in volume in the whole Country, compared to the respective period April 2008 - March 2009(Table 4).

The contribution of Public Building Activity in the total building volume, for the same period, is 3.7%.

During the period January-April 2010, the total Building Activity (private-public) in the whole country,

indicated a decrease  of 6,1% in the number of building permits, 17,0% in surface and 24,2% 

in volume (Table 5).

Please,note that the applications and issuing of building permits are affected by amendments to the

According to provisional data published by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, in April 2011
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2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 233 184 -21.0 53.3 42.7 -19.9 182.9 154.2 -15.7

Central Makedonia 557 579 3.9 179.2 178.6 -0.4 762.0 638.6 -16.2

Western Makedonia 89 59 -33.7 27.0 26.2 -3.0 111.9 113.1 1.0

Thessalia 320 223 -30.3 77.0 43.7 -43.3 290.1 146.4 -49.5

Ipiros 161 126 -21.7 39.4 28.9 -26.5 154.0 110.8 -28.1

Ionian Islands 147 141 -4.1 35.3 24.4 -30.9 136.5 93.3 -31.6

Western Greece 338 323 -4.4 69.3 57.7 -16.7 260.5 195.4 -25.0

Central Greece 353 299 -15.3 143.0 65.6 -54.1 547.4 267.4 -51.1

Peloponissos 385 334 -13.2 92.9 71.9 -22.7 304.4 243.4 -20.1

Attiki 1,199 920 -23.3 243.0 126.4 -48.0 956.2 456.7 -52.2

North Egeo 113 91 -19.5 10.2 11.6 12.9 34.7 42.1 21.3

South Egeo 231 221 -4.3 36.3 40.7 12.2 117.4 136.1 15.9

Kriti 307 232 -24.4 113.9 58.4 -48.8 388.7 213.8 -45.0

Greece, Total 4,433 3,732 -15.8 1,119.8 776.7 -30.6 4,246.6 2,811.1 -33.8

* Provisional data 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 231 180 -22.1 53.2 40.9 -23.1 182.3 145.4 -20.2

Central Makedonia 539 569 5.6 154.7 166.6 7.7 665.9 588.0 -11.7

Western Makedonia 85 57 -32.9 22.7 15.1 -33.5 93.1 66.1 -29.0

Thessalia 319 223 -30.1 74.8 43.7 -41.6 268.2 146.4 -45.4

Ipiros 159 125 -21.4 38.7 22.9 -40.8 152.2 78.1 -48.7

Ionian Islands 147 141 -4.1 35.3 24.4 -30.9 136.5 93.3 -31.6

Western Greece 337 319 -5.3 69.3 54.9 -20.7 260.5 187.2 -28.1

Central Greece 341 299 -12.3 124.0 65.6 -47.1 489.7 267.4 -45.4

Peloponissos 381 333 -12.6 91.7 71.9 -21.7 300.3 243.4 -18.9

Attiki 1,197 920 -23.1 243.0 126.4 -48.0 956.2 456.7 -52.2

North Egeo 112 91 -18.8 10.2 11.6 12.9 34.7 42.1 21.3

South Egeo 231 221 -4.3 36.3 40.7 12.2 117.4 136.1 15.9

Kriti 305 229 -24.9 113.6 55.9 -50.7 387.6 200.7 -48.2

Greece, Total 4,384 3,707 -15.4 1,067.4 740.5 -30.6 4,044.3 2,650.9 -34.5

* Provisional data 

April

April

Change 

(%) 

Region

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m
2
 ) Volume (in thousand m

3
 )

April Change 

(%) 

                  Table 1.        Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, on April 2009  and  2010 *

Region

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m
2
 ) Volume (in thousand m

3
 )

April Change 

(%) 

Change 

(%) 

               Table 2.           Private Building Activity, by Region, on April 2009 and 2010*

Change 

(%) 

Απρίλιος

Change 

(%) 

April
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May 2008 - April 2009 and May 2009 - April 2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 3,196 2,822 -11.7 767.9 637.5 -17.0 2,933.4 2,324.2 -20.8

Central Makedonia 8,276 7,192 -13.1 2,495.4 1,865.5 -25.2 10,949.9 7,300.2 -33.3

Western Makedonia 1,214 1,006 -17.1 390.2 281.5 -27.8 1,618.9 1,148.0 -29.1

Thessalia 4,027 3,238 -19.6 1,172.0 771.0 -34.2 4,529.2 2,852.8 -37.0

Ipiros 2,153 1,998 -7.2 585.5 614.0 4.9 2,230.2 2,281.5 2.3

Ionian Islands 2,329 2,060 -11.6 460.3 362.1 -21.3 1,556.3 1,271.1 -18.3

Western Greece 4,340 4,418 1.8 1,128.0 873.2 -22.6 4,458.7 3,115.9 -30.1

Central Greece 4,731 4,242 -10.3 1,133.4 950.5 -16.1 4,756.6 3,750.7 -21.1

Peloponissos 5,248 4,752 -9.5 1,357.7 983.1 -27.6 4,907.1 3,476.6 -29.2

Attiki 17,681 14,927 -15.6 3,929.1 3,112.4 -20.8 14,809.8 11,180.1 -24.5

North Egeo 1,775 1,569 -11.6 267.3 225.5 -15.6 947.7 753.5 -20.5

South Egeo 3,585 3,441 -4.0 739.5 611.8 -17.3 2,535.9 2,016.4 -20.5

Kriti 4,185 3,467 -17.2 1,339.1 1,011.0 -24.5 4,861.8 3,716.3 -23.6

Greece, Total 62,740 55,132 -12.1 15,765.4 12,299.0 -22.0 61,095.6 45,187.4 -26.0

* Provisional data for the months March and April 2010

May 2008 - April 2009 and May 2009 - April 2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 3,160 2,749 -13.0 756.8 583.0 -23.0 2,886.1 2,098.5 -27.3

Central Makedonia 8,124 7,067 -13.0 2,385.6 1,792.7 -24.9 10,524.0 6,976.1 -33.7

Western Makedonia 1,186 980 -17.4 375.0 248.7 -33.7 1,555.5 986.6 -36.6

Thessalia 3,923 3,203 -18.4 1,112.6 744.2 -33.1 4,245.1 2,735.3 -35.6

Ipiros 2,127 1,965 -7.6 571.8 582.6 1.9 2,177.1 2,147.1 -1.4

Ionian Islands 2,319 2,044 -11.9 457.8 359.4 -21.5 1,546.3 1,261.2 -18.4

Western Greece 4,319 4,385 1.5 1,078.7 856.4 -20.6 4,248.6 3,042.4 -28.4

Central Greece 4,702 4,207 -10.5 1,091.9 904.8 -17.1 4,570.1 3,449.3 -24.5

Peloponissos 5,207 4,713 -9.5 1,339.5 966.9 -27.8 4,837.1 3,415.6 -29.4

Attiki 17,656 14,909 -15.6 3,918.2 3,094.0 -21.0 14,767.0 11,094.7 -24.9

North Egeo 1,764 1,557 -11.7 267.3 225.4 -15.7 947.7 753.2 -20.5

South Egeo 3,573 3,433 -3.9 730.4 607.7 -16.8 2,499.2 1,999.0 -20.0

Kriti 4,165 3,429 -17.7 1,326.8 971.4 -26.8 4,805.1 3,536.5 -26.4

Greece, Total 62,225 54,641 -12.2 15,412.4 11,937.3 -22.5 59,608.8 43,495.5 -27.0

* Provisional data for the months March and April 2010

Volume (in thousand m
3
 )

Change 

(%) 

Change 

(%) 

               Table 4.           Private Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Region

May-April

Change 

(%) 

May-April

Volume (in thousand m
3
 )

Region

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m
2
 )

May-AprilMay-April

May-April

               Table 3.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m
2
 )

May-April Change 

(%) 

Change 

(%) 

Change 

(%) 

http://www.statistics.gr 3



January- April in 2009 and 2010 *

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 941 805 -14.5 215 209 -3.0 799 765 -4.2

Central Makedonia 2,253 2,102 -6.7 644 571 -11.3 3,137 2,060 -34.3

Western Makedonia 309 260 -15.9 73 83 14.3 272 349 28.4

Thessalia 1,098 1,009 -8.1 292 231 -21.1 1,061 828 -21.9

Ipiros 623 581 -6.7 160 125 -22.0 599 438 -26.9

Ionian Islands 574 597 4.0 108 111 2.7 383 395 3.2

Western Greece 1,296 1,287 -0.7 323 255 -21.0 1,287 884 -31.3

Central Greece 1,343 1,212 -9.8 354 255 -27.9 1,502 933 -37.9

Peloponissos 1,425 1,535 7.7 378 315 -16.6 1,289 1,081 -16.1

Attiki 5,030 4,610 -8.3 1,110 859 -22.7 4,226 2,990 -29.2

North Egeo 485 485 0.0 59 71 20.4 193 240 24.7

South Egeo 914 972 6.3 168 171 1.8 561 552 -1.6

Kriti 1,204 967 -19.7 390 292 -25.2 1,398 1,153 -17.5

Greece, Total 17,495 16,422 -6.1 4,274.6 3,547.0 -17.0 16,705.3 12,669.9 -24.2

* Provisional data for the months March and April 2010

January- April in 2009 and 2010 *

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

E. Makedonia and Thraki 933 784 -16.0 212 182 -13.9 782 653 -16.5

Central Makedonia 2,199 2,064 -6.1 591 556 -5.9 2,906 1,996 -31.3

Western Makedonia 297 255 -14.1 65 70 7.2 240 293 21.9

Thessalia 1,083 1,000 -7.7 275 223 -18.8 989 796 -19.5

Ipiros 615 573 -6.8 158 117 -26.0 589 394 -33.1

Ionian Islands 571 595 4.2 106 110 3.6 376 393 4.4

Western Greece 1,289 1,277 -0.9 290 249 -14.1 1,150 863 -25.0

Central Greece 1,329 1,210 -9.0 330 255 -22.7 1,416 932 -34.2

Peloponissos 1,409 1,527 8.4 372 314 -15.7 1,266 1,076 -15.0

Attiki 5,024 4,606 -8.3 1,110 852 -23.3 4,224 2,970 -29.7

North Egeo 477 482 1.0 59 71 20.4 193 240 24.7

South Egeo 910 971 6.7 165 171 3.5 551 551 0.0

Kriti 1,201 955 -20.5 390 280 -28.1 1,397 1,098 -21.4

Greece, Total 17,337 16,299 -6.0 4,122.2 3,448.8 -16.3 16,079.5 12,255.4 -23.8

* Provisional data for the months March and April 2010

Region

Number of building permits

               Table 6.           Private Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Change 

(%) 

               Table 5.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Volume (in thousand m
3
 )

January-April Change 

(%) 

Region

January-April Change 

(%) 

Number of building permits

Change 

(%) 

January-April

January-April

Volume (in thousand m
3
 )Surface (in thousand m

2
 )

Surface (in thousand m
2
 )

Change 

(%) 

January-April Change 

(%) 

January-April
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May 2008 - April 2009 and May 2009 - April 2010 *

               Graph 1.           Private Building activity , by Region, April 2009 and 2010

               Graph 2.           Private Building Activity.Change (%) of building volume, by Region, for the period
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Building Activity 

Survey

 Legal Framework 

 Reference Period 01/4/2010 to 30/4/2010

 Coverage

 Definitions

General  Remark

References

The survey is totally harmonized with the European legislation. The primary legislative act is Regulation

(EU) 1165/1998, as it was amended according to Regulation (EU) 1158/2005. 

Building Addition  is considered to be every construction that adds building volume (space) to an existing 

building, be it in surface, height or a combination of both and creates a residence, a shop or both.

The survey is exhaustive and covers the total amount of issued building permits across the country.

Building Permit  refers to all types of building permits. These are permits for new building or addition, 

repair, renovation, demolition, legalization, amendment and modification of a building.

Building  is regarded as every permanent and independent structure, which has walls and a roof and 

consists of one or more rooms and complementary areas.  As a rule, buildings feature four walls.  However, 

a construction that is open from one or even two sides will be considered a building, as long as it has a roof.

New building  is any built-property raised on an uncovered site or in place of an old building that was 

demolished.

The denotation of built-property  is equal to the building.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

More information (tables, questionnaires, methodology) with regards to the Building Activity Survey can be 

found in EL.STAT’s web-site: www.statistics.gr, under the links: Statistical Themes à Building and 

Constructions à Building Activity or Constructions.

Any delineation that may occur between the sum of sub totals and the totals is due to rounding

Building volume  (the net building volume) refers to the area that is included between the external surface 

of the external walls, the lowest level (the basement or the sub-basement, if it exists) and the roof of the 

building.  If there is an open ground floor not enclosed within walls between the lower floor and the roof, its 

volume is taken into account. The relevant authorities calculate the volume of the building during the issuing 

of the building permit.

Surface of new-built property   is considered to be the sum of each floor space along with the outer space of the 

outer walls.                                                                                   

The Building Activity Survey provides data on monthly and yearly basis, since 1964. The purpose of this

survey is to register the total amount of building permits issued by the relevant administrative authorities,

which are devolved to complete the questionnaire. The survey covers all the features of building activity

such as the type of building permit, the type of construction, the type and the characteristics of the building

and its complementary areas, as well as building usage, surface, volume and value.   
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