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                Piraeus, 29 July 2016 

PRESS RELEASE 

STATISTICS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS BY 

ENTERPRISE CHARACTERISTICS (TEC), 2014 

 

The Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) announces, for the first time through this 

press release, data on international trade in goods by enterprise characteristics, 

presenting the value of imports and exports by economic activity sector of NACE Rev.2 

and employment size class of the enterprises, for the year 2014. 

On the basis of the available data, in 2014 the total number of enterprises which 

carried out imports, exports or both types of transactions amounted to 38,403: out of 

this number 24,201 enterprises had transactions with EU countries and 25,048 

enterprises with third countries. The total value of imports and exports amounted to 

73,365.2 million euro: 35,120.1 million euro correspond to transactions with EU 

countries and 38,245.1 million euro to transactions with third countries. The 

enterprises in sections “Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 

supply, Water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation activities and 

Mining and quarrying” accounted for 59.1 % of the value of transactions; the 

enterprises belonging to “Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Construction and Other 

services (excluding wholesale and retail sale, etc.)” accounted for 8.6 % of the total 

value of transactions and the enterprises in the section “Wholesale and retail trade, 

repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles” stood for 32.3 % of the value of the 

transactions (Table 1). 
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More specifically, as regards imports, 33,045 enterprises had import transactions 

whose value amounted to 46,721.6 million euro. The enterprises in sections 

“Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply, Water supply, 

sewerage, waste management and remediation activities and Mining and quarrying”, 

which represent 21.4 % (7,065) of the total number of enterprises, accounted for 

52.1 % of the total imports value (24,359.9 million euro).  The enterprises in 

“Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Construction and Other services (excluding 

Wholesale and retail trade, etc.)”, which represent 19.5 % (6,442 enterprises ) of the 

total number of enterprises, accounted for 9.5 % (4,451.4 million euro) of the total 

value of imports. Finally, the enterprises in “Wholesale and retail trade, repair of 

motor vehicles and motorcycles”, which stand for 59.1 % (19,538 enterprises) of the 

total number of enterprises, accounted for 38.3 % (17,910.4 million euro) of the total 

value of imports (Table 1- Graph 1.1). 

Accordingly, as regards exports, 17,538 enterprises had export transactions amounting 

to 26,643.6 million euro. The enterprises in sections  “Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, 

steam and air conditioning supply, Water supply, sewerage, waste management and 

remediation activities and Mining and quarrying”, which represent 33.7 % (5,905) of 

the total number of enterprises, accounted for 71.3 % (18,990.7 million euro) of the 

total exports value. The enterprises in sections “Agriculture, forestry and fishing, 

Construction and Other services (excluding Wholesale and retail, etc.)”, which 

represent 17.3% (3,037) of the total number of enterprises, accounted for 7.1 % 

(1,887.6 million euro) of the total exports value. Finally, the enterprises in “Wholesale 

and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles”, which stand for 49.0 % 

(8,596) of the total number of enterprises, accounted for 21.6 % (5,765.3 million euro) 

of the total value of exports (Table 1- Graph 1.1).  

As regards the breakdown of import data by employment size class of the enterprises, 

it can be observed that small enterprises with less than 50 employees, which represent 

75.9 % of the total number of import enterprises accounted for 28.2 % of the total 

value of imports, namely 13,194.6 million euro. Medium-sized enterprises, with 50 to 

249 employees, which represent 3.9 % of the total number of import enterprises, 

accounted for 20.1 % of the total value of imports, namely 9,399.6 million euro, and 

large enterprises, with more than 250 employees, which stand for 1.2 % of the total 

number of import enterprises, accounted for 50.1 % of the total value of imports, 

namely 23,395.3 million euro (Table 2.1- Graph 2.1).  

As regards the breakdown of exports data by employment size class of the enterprises, 

it can be observed that small companies with less than 50 employees, which represent 

75.3 % of the total number of exporting enterprises, accounted for 23.2 % of the total 

value of exports, namely 6,186.8 million euro. Medium-sized enterprises with 50 to 

249 employees, which represent 6.0 % of the total number of exporting enterprises, 
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accounted for 20.9 % of the total value of exports, namely 5,580.1 million euro and 

large enterprises with more than 250 employees, which represent 1.6 % of the total 

number of exporting enterprises, accounted for 54.7 % of the total value of exports, 

amounting to 14,574.6 million euro (Table 2.2- Graph 2.2). 

On the basis of the available data on the concentration of trade value by size of the 

enterprises in terms of value of transactions, it is observed that the top 5 enterprises, 

in terms of value of transactions, accounted for 34.0 % of the total value of imports 

and the top 50 enterprises accounted for, approximately, half of the total value of 

imports (47.7 %), while the top 500 enterprises stood for 71.5 % of the total value of 

imports. As regards exports, it is observed that the top 5 enterprises, in terms of value 

of transactions, accounted for 33.2 % of the total value of exports, the top 50 

enterprises stood for, approximately, half of the total value of exports (51.2 %), while 

the top 500 enterprises accounted for 78.5 % of the total value of exports (Table 3- 

Graph 3).  

As regards the concentration of trade value by sector of economic activity, for imports 

the following are observed: in sections “Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, steam and air 

conditioning supply, Water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation 

activities and Mining and quarrying”, the top 5 enterprises, in terms of value 

transactions, accounted almost for 2/3 (61.6 %) of the total value of imports. In 

“Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Construction and Other services (excluding 

Wholesale and retail trade, etc.)”, the top 20 enterprises, in terms of value 

transactions, stood approximately for half (48.0 %) of the total value of imports. In 

“Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles”, the top 100 

enterprises, in terms of value transactions, accounted for 41.2 % of the total value of 

imports and the top 500 enterprises for 2/3 (66.3 %) of the total value of imports 

(Table 3 - Graph 3).  

Accordingly as regards exports, on the basis of available data broken down by sector of 

economic activity, it is observed that in “Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, steam and air 

conditioning supply, Water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation 

activities and Mining and quarrying”, the top 10 enterprises, in terms of value 

transactions accounted for more than half (52.0 %) of the total value of exports. In 

“Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Construction and Other services (excluding 

Wholesale and retail trade, etc.)”, the top 20 enterprises, in terms of value 

transactions, stood approximately for half the total value of exports (47.2 %). In 

“Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles”, the top 100 

enterprises, in terms of value transactions, accounted for more than half of the total 

value of exports (54.4 %) and the biggest 500 enterprises for 78.5 % of the total value 

of exports (Table 3 - Graph 3).  
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Table 1. International trade in goods, by type of trader and section of economic activity, 2014   

 

(1) Two-way traders are recorded only once 

(2) The number of enterprises is not the sum of the total number of enterprises because one enterprise may have transactions with both EU countries and Third countries. 
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Graph 1.1. Imports: Percentage distribution of enterprises and trade value by economic activity section , 2014

Graph 1.2. Exports: Percentage distribution of enterprises and trade value by economic activity section, 2014
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Table 2.1. Imports: Number of enterprises and trade value, by employment size class and section of economic activity, 2014 
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Table 2.2. Exports: Number of enterprises and trade value, by employment size class and section of economic activity, 2014 

 

 

 

Unknown

0 - 9

10- 49

50 - 249

> 250

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

e
m

p
lo

y
e
e
s
 

17,1

53,8

21,5

6,0

1,6

1,1

10,2

13,0

20,9

54,7

Graph 2.2.  Exports: Percentage  distribution  of enterprises  and trade value by employment size class, 2014 

Number of enterprises Value in €



8 
 

Table 3. Imports-Exports: Concentration of trade value by section of economic activity, 2014 

 

(1) The distribution of the enterprises is based on the value of their transactions  
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Statistics on International Trade in Goods by Enterprise Characteristics are compiled on a 
yearly basis and refer to the total value of imports and exports on the basis of the 
economic activity sector and employment size class of the enterprises. International 
Trade in Goods Statistics, when combined with data on other characteristics of the 
enterprises, can provide a more comprehensive view for assessing the economy of a 
country. 
The data on International Trade in Goods by Enterprise Characteristics are compiled 
pursuant to Regulations 638/2004 and 471/2009 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council. 
The year 2014. 
Annual. 
International Trade in Goods Statistics: it refers to the compilation of statistics on trade 
with EU countries (Intra Union Trade) and with Third countries (Extra Union Trade), on a 
monthly basis. 
The transactions with EU countries are compiled on the basis of the data submitted to 
the Intrastat system of ELSTAT by the enterprises which have intra EU trade transactions 
the value of which is above 100,000 euro for imports and 90,000 euro for exports 
(statistical threshold for 2014), on a yearly basis. The trade transactions with Third 
countries are compiled on the basis of data transmitted by the Customs Authorities of 
the country. 
Type of trader: refers to the type of trade transactions of the enterprise, namely if the 
enterprise is only an importer, only an exporter or a two-way trader (importer and 
exporter). 
Classification by section of economic activity: The classification of the enterprises by 
sector of economic activity is in compliance with the European standard statistical 
classification of economic activities, NACE Rev.2, as laid down in Annex I of Regulation 
(EC) 1893/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council. Economic activities are 
classified into four distinct breakdown levels, namely: 21 Sections (one-digit level, A-U), 
88 Divisions (two-digit level), 272 Groups (three-digit level) and 615 Classes (four-digit 
level). 
Size class of the enterprise (employment size class): the classification of the enterprises 
by size class is based on the number of employees of the enterprise, in accordance with 
the definitions laid down in Regulation (EC) 250/2009 on Structural Business Statistics. 
Statistics on International Trade in Goods by Enterprise Characteristics are compiled on 
the basis of data on imports and exports of international trade in goods and data on the 
characteristics of these enterprises deriving from the Statistical Business Register and 
the Structural Business Statistics. 
In this framework, Statistics on International Trade in Goods by Enterprise 
Characteristics are compiled, on a yearly basis, by combining information from the 
aforementioned sources at the level of the enterprise. Subsequently, tables are compiled 
with aggregate data pertaining to the number of enterprises and the value of 
international trade transactions by section of economic activity and employment size 
class of the enterprise.  
For the purposes of this statistical work, the data are broken down at one-digit level 
of NACE Rev. 2, namely at the level of the Section. The data of the Sections have 
been grouped and presented as follows: 
A) “Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply, Water supply, 
sewerage, waste management and remediation activities, Mining and quarrying”, 
B) “Agriculture, forestry and fishing, Construction and Other services  (excluding 
wholesale and retail trade, etc.)” 
It should be noted that “Other services” include: Transportation and storage, 
Accommodation and food service activities, Information and communication, Financial 
and insurance activities, Real estate activities, Professional, scientific and technical 
activities, Public administration and defence, Compulsory social security, Education, 
Human health and social work activities, Arts, entertainment and recreation, Other 
service activities, Activities of households as employers, undifferentiated goods- and 
services-producing activities of households for own use, Activities of extraterritorial 
organisations and bodies. 
C) “Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles”.  
More information concerning Statistics on International Trade in Goods by Enterprise 
Characteristics can be found on the portal of ELSTAT at: 
http://www.statistics.gr/en/statistics/itr. 
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