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MIGRATION  
 
 
 

Internal migration 
 
According to the results of the 2011 Population and Housing Census, the Resident Population of 
Greece aged one (1) year and over was 10.712.409 persons (5.249.971 males and 5.462.438 females).  
 
During the last year before the 2011 Census, out of these persons 78.420 individuals, or 0,7%, 
settled in Greece from abroad. From the remaining 10.633.989 persons, 10.292.769 individuals, or 
96,1%, remained in the municipal/local commune of their usual residence. On the other hand, 
341.220 persons, or 3,2%, moved to another municipal /local commune of Greece. 
 
 
Table 1 below presents data on internal migration, one year before the Census. 
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Table 1. Internal migration of the resident population aged 1 year and over, by age group and 
place of usual residence by urban or rural areas, one year before the Census 
 

 
 
The Resident Population of Greece aged 5 years and over amounted to 10.279.043 persons 
(5.028.435 males and 5.250.608 females).  
 
During the last five year before the 2011 Census, out of these persons 318.152 individuals, or 3,1%, 
settled in Greece from abroad. From the remaining 9.960.891 persons, 8.884.631 individuals, or 
86,4%, remained in the municipal/local commune of their usual residence. On the other hand, 
1.076.260 persons, or 10,5%, moved to another municipal /local commune of Greece. 
 
 
Table 2 presents data on internal migration during the last five years before the Census. 

 2



  
 
Table 2. Internal migration of the resident population aged 5 years and over, by age group and 
place of usual residence by urban or rural areas, during the last 5 years before the Census 
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Immigration 
 
Table 3 presents immigrants who settled in Greece one year before the 2011 Census. 
 
Table 3. Immigrants who settled in Greece one year before the Census, by group of countries 
of origin, age group and place of their usual residence by urban or rural areas during the 2011 
Census 
 

 
 
Note: The number of immigrants includes both persons with Greek citizenship and persons with 
foreign, unknown or without citizenship. 
 
On the basis of the data of the above table it is observed that out of the immigrants who settled in 
Greece one year before the Census, 43.341 were males and 36.213 were females, while 33.751 
(42,4%) immigrants had Greek citizenship and 45.803 (57,6%) had other citizenship. The biggest 
share (73,1%) of immigrants with Greek citizenship, who settled in Greece one year before the 
Census, came from EU countries and so did the corresponding biggest share (40,0%) of immigrants 
with other citizenship. 
 
Graphs 1 and 2 below illustrate the countries of previous residence, from where came the biggest 
share of immigrants, one year before the Census, with Greek and foreign citizenship (persons 
without or unknown citizenship are also included), respectively. 
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Graph 1. Country of origin of immigrants with Greek citizenship who settled in Greece one 
year before the Census 
 

 
 
Graph 2. Country of origin of immigrants with foreign citizenship who settled in Greece one 
year before the Census 
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Table 4 presents the immigrants who settled in Greece during the last five years before the Census. 
 
Table 4. Immigrants who settled in Greece the last five years before the Census, by group of 
countries of origin, age group and place of their usual residence by urban or rural areas during 
the 2011 Census 
 

 
 
Note: The number of immigrants includes both persons with Greek citizenship and persons with 
foreign, unknown or without citizenship. 
 
On the basis of the data of Τable 4 above, it is observed that out of the immigrants, who settled in 
Greece the last five years before the Census, 172.055 were males and 157.501 were females, while 
128.434 (39,0%) immigrants had Greek citizenship and 201.122 (61,0%) had other citizenship. The 
biggest share (73,4%) of immigrants with Greek citizenship, who settled in Greece during the last 
five years before the Census, came from EU countries while the corresponding biggest share of 
immigrants with other citizenship (36,0%) came from other European, non-EU countries. 
 
Graphs 3 and 4 below illustrate the countries of previous residence, from where came the biggest 
share of immigrants, who settled in Greece the last five years before the Census, with Greek and 
foreign citizenship (persons without or unknown citizenship are also included), respectively. 
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Graph 3. Country of origin of immigrants with Greek citizenship who settled in Greece during 
the five last years before the Census 
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Graph 4 Country of origin of immigrants with foreign citizenship who settled in Greece during 
the five last years before the Census 

 
 
Tables 5 and 6 below show the distribution of immigrants who settled in Greece one year and 
during the last five years before the Census, respectively. 
 
Table 5. Immigrants who settled one year before the Census, by group of countries of origin 
and degree of urbanization of the place of their usual residence during the 2011 Census 
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Table 6. Immigrants who settled during the last 5 year before the Census, by group of countries 
of origin and degree of urbanization of the place of their usual residence during the 2011 
Census 
 

 
 

Furthermore, on the basis of the wealth of information drawn by the results of the 2011 
Population-Housing Census, it is observed that 2.037.196, or 18,8%, permanent residents declared 
that they were immigrants who had moved to Greece coming from abroad where they had been 
living for at least one (1) year, and more specifically 68,8% of them moved to Greece from 1990 
onwards.  
 
Respective data for EU countries are as follows: high immigration rates are observed in 
Luxembourg (34,9%) and in Cyprus (27,4%). In Ireland immigration amounts to 17,8%, in Portugal 
to 17,4% and in the United Kingdom to 12,6%. Low immigration percentages are recorded in 
Romania, with 0,7% and in Slovakia with 1,9%.  
 
Graph 5 illustrates the overall inflow of immigrants by citizenship (Greek or foreign) during 1960-
2010. 
 
Graph 5. Inflow of immigrants 
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On the basis of the above graph, it is clear that until 1996 the biggest share of immigrants were 
Greeks, yet from 1997 onwards an opposite trend is observed. 
  
More detailed information on internal migration and immigration of the Resident Population of 
the Country, for every administrative division and up to the level of the Region, are available on 
the website of ELSTAT, at the following link: 
 
http://www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/PAGE-cencus2011tables
 
Furthermore, users can submit an electronic request for statistical data through the website of 
ELSTAT to the following address:   
 
 
http://www.statistics.gr/pls/apex/f?p=106:1030:1997544963532252::NO::: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/PAGE-cencus2011tables
http://www.statistics.gr/pls/apex/f?p=106:1030:1997544963532252::NO
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
  
  

1. Legal Framework  
  
The conduct of the General Censuses of Population-Housing and Buildings is provided for in 
article 10 of the Law 3832/2010 “Hellenic Statistical System (ELSS) Establishment of the Hellenic 
Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) as an independent authority”. In particular, the 2011 Censuses of 
Buildings and of Population – Housing were conducted on the basis of Presidential Decree 168 
(Government Gazette 223, issue A/2008) and in compliance with the methodological principles of 
Regulation (EC) 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council and its implementing 
Regulations related to Population and Housing Censuses, the Joint Ministerial Decision 1524/Γ5-
473 (Government Gazette 425, issue B/2011) and its amendment (Government Gazette 783, issue 
B/2011), and with the Legislative Act relating to the Conduct of the Population-Housing Census 
(Government Gazette 106 issue A/2011), as it was ratified by the Law 3995/2011 (Government 
Gazette 166 issue A/2011).  
  

2. Purpose   
 
The purpose of the General Censuses is to collect data on the Resident Population of the Country, 
the demographic, economic and social characteristics of the population, their housing conditions 
and the characteristics of their dwellings, along with data on the stock of buildings of the Country.  
 

3. Statistical concepts and definitions 
 
3.1 Usual residence: means the place where a person normally spends the daily period of rest, 
regardless any temporary absence for purpose of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives, 
business, medical treatment or religious pilgrimage.  
As usual resident population in a given geographical area should be considered the persons who: 
i) reside for a period of at least 12 months in the place of their usual residence, before the reference 
date or ii) have moved during the 12 months before the reference date to the place of usual 
residence with intention to stay for at least one year. If it cannot be proved that cases i) and ii) 
apply, then usual residence is considered the place of declared residence. 
 
3.2 Urban is the municipal or local commune whose largest settlement has over 2.000 inhabitants. 
 
3.3 Rural is the municipal or local commune whose largest settlement has less than 2.000 
inhabitants. 
The classification of a municipal or local commune as Urban or Rural is based on the concentrated 
population of the largest settlement (dispersed population is not taken into account). 
 
3.4 Migration means the action by which a person changes the place of his/her usual residence. 
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