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20.9% decrease in the volume of Total Building Activity  

                                 Building Activity Survey October  2010 

According to provisional data published by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, in October 2010 the
total Building Activity (private-public), in the whole country - which is calculated on the basis of the 
number of issued building permits - amounted to 3.982. This figure corresponds to 859.2 thousand 
m2 of surface and 3,035.5  thousand m3 of volume, reflecting respectively a 16.2% decrease in the 
number of building permits,  a 17.3% decrease in surface and a 20.9% decrease in volume, 
compared to the same month of 2009 (Table 1).

Private Building Activity, in the whole country, summed to 3,951 building permits, corresponding
to 814.2 thousand m2 of surface and 2,872.2 thousand m3 of volume. In comparison with the same 
month of 2009 (Table 2), there is a 16.1% decrease in the number of building permits, a   
18.6% decrease in surface and  a 22.0% decrease in volume (Table 2).

Public Building Activity in the whole country in October 2010 amounted to 31 building permits,
corresponding to 45.0 thousand m2 of surface and 163.3 thousand m3 of volume. The Public
Building Activity accounted for the 5.4% of the total building volume  in October 2010.

In the last twelve months, from November 2009 until October  2010, the total Building Activity
(Private and Public) in the whole country , calculated on the basis of the number of issued building 
permits, amounted to 50,882.This figure corresponds to 10,850.5 thousand m2 of surface and  
38,894.8 thousand m3 of volume, reflecting a decrease 10.5% decrease in the number of building  
permits, a 19.3% decrease in surface and a 24.2% decrease in volume, compared with the 
corresponding period of November 2008 - October 2009 (Table 3).

In the same period from November 2009 until October 2010, Private Building Activity in the whole 
country recorded a 10.4% decrease in the number of issued building permits, a 19.1% decrease in 
surface and a 23.7% decrease in volume, compared with the respective period from  
November 2008 to October 2009 (Table 4). 
For the same period, the Public Building Activity accounted for the 3.1% of the total building
volume.

During the period January-October 2010, the total Building Activity(private-public) in the whole 
country recorded a  11.5% decrease in the number of issued building permits, a 20.2% decrease 
in surface and a 25.4% decrease in volume, compared with the same period of the year 2009 
(Table 5).

During the same period, January-October 2010, private building activity in the whole country 
recorded a 11.3% decrease in the number of issued building permits,a 20.0% decrease in surface 
and a 24.7% decrease in volume in comparison with the same period of January-October 2009 
(Table 6).
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2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 255 189 -25,9 43,3 48,8 12,6 149,9 182,3 21,5
Kentriki Makedonia 656 494 -24,7 172,1 116,6 -32,3 717,3 451,3 -37,1
Dytiki Makedonia 97 61 -37,1 26,9 21,5 -20,3 101,8 91,7 -10,0
Thessalia 268 252 -6,0 79,6 50,9 -36,0 288,2 165,9 -42,4
Ipeiros 164 151 -7,9 42,0 42,8 1,9 156,3 140,4 -10,1
Ionioi Nisoi 172 216 25,6 26,3 35,3 34,0 87,9 124,3 41,4
Dytiki Ellas 427 323 -24,4 89,7 53,9 -39,9 295,5 187,4 -36,6
Sterea Ellas 341 338 -0,9 94,6 70,8 -25,2 350,9 217,8 -37,9
Peloponnisos 410 350 -14,6 77,2 93,6 21,3 288,7 313,5 8,6
Attiki 1.177 995 -15,5 221,8 204,6 -7,7 802,2 744,0 -7,3
Voreio Aigaio 128 120 -6,3 14,8 11,3 -23,6 49,6 45,1 -9,0
Notio Aigaio 322 233 -27,6 44,1 36,0 -18,2 142,9 125,5 -12,2
Kriti 335 260 -22,4 106,0 73,2 -30,9 408,2 246,3 -39,7
Greece, Total 4.752 3.982 -16,2 1.038,4 859,2 -17,3 3.839,4 3.035,5 -20,9

* Provisional data 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 248 187 -24,6 38,7 48,4 24,9 131,4 180,6 37,4
Kentriki Makedonia 643 479 -25,5 167,9 107,6 -35,9 699,0 414,1 -40,8
Dytiki Makedonia 95 60 -36,8 24,7 21,4 -13,4 87,4 91,3 4,5
Thessalia 266 250 -6,0 79,4 49,0 -38,3 287,3 158,2 -44,9
Ipeiros 163 149 -8,6 42,0 34,2 -18,6 156,3 108,2 -30,7
Ionioi Nisoi 172 216 25,6 26,3 35,3 34,0 87,9 124,3 41,4
Dytiki Ellas 424 320 -24,5 86,4 52,9 -38,8 279,7 183,9 -34,3
Sterea Ellas 337 336 -0,3 85,1 70,2 -17,6 317,3 215,8 -32,0
Peloponnisos 405 348 -14,1 76,2 70,3 -7,7 285,1 234,8 -17,6
Attiki 1.176 993 -15,6 216,5 204,6 -5,5 776,3 744,0 -4,2
Voreio Aigaio 128 120 -6,3 14,8 11,3 -23,6 49,6 45,1 -9,0
Notio Aigaio 322 233 -27,6 43,6 36,0 -17,4 141,5 125,5 -11,3
Kriti 329 260 -21,0 98,2 73,2 -25,5 383,7 246,3 -35,8
Greece, Total 4.708 3.951 -16,1 999,9 814,2 -18,6 3.682,4 2.872,2 -22,0

* Provisional data 

October Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

October

Surface (in thousand m2 )

                  Table 1.        Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, in October  2009  and  2010 

Region
Number of building permits Volume (in thousand m3 )

OctoberOctober Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

October Change 
(%) 

OctoberChange 
(%) 

               Table 2.           Private Building Activity, by Region, in October 2009 and 2010*

Surface (in thousand m2 ) Volume (in thousand m3 )
Region

Number of building permits
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November 2008 - Οctober 2009 and November 2009 -Οctober  2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 
2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 

Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 2.988 2.602 -12,9 658,1 544,7 -17,2 2.397,4 1.969,8 -17,8
Kentriki Makedonia 7.394 6.576 -11,1 2.024,5 1.788,4 -11,7 8.702,2 6.699,0 -23,0
Dytiki Makedonia 1.132 864 -23,7 319,6 233,2 -27,0 1.274,0 860,7 -32,4
Thessalia 3.392 3.110 -8,3 869,9 729,1 -16,2 3.371,8 2.570,5 -23,8
Ipeiros 2.028 1.882 -7,2 572,6 559,8 -2,2 2.158,5 2.075,4 -3,9
Ionioi Nisoi 2.073 1.969 -5,0 391,2 331,6 -15,2 1.370,2 1.133,9 -17,2
Dytiki Ellas 4.388 4.247 -3,2 1.007,3 771,1 -23,4 3.744,7 2.641,5 -29,5
Sterea Ellas 4.378 3.933 -10,2 1.057,2 847,6 -19,8 4.492,6 2.978,4 -33,7
Peloponnisos 4.736 4.532 -4,3 1.090,8 947,1 -13,2 4.000,7 3.278,5 -18,1
Attiki 15.491 13.743 -11,3 3.414,4 2.475,4 -27,5 12.657,8 9.027,2 -28,7
Voreio Aigaio 1.629 1.338 -17,9 212,2 180,0 -15,2 718,4 604,2 -15,9
Notio Aigaio 3.441 2.995 -13,0 660,4 577,0 -12,6 2.269,3 1.859,6 -18,1
Kriti 3.798 3.091 -18,6 1.159,9 865,5 -25,4 4.174,2 3.196,0 -23,4
Greece, Total 56.868 50.882 -10,5 13.438,1 10.850,5 -19,3 51.331,9 38.894,8 -24,2

* Provisional data 

November 2008 - Οctober 2009 and November 2009 -Οctober  2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 
2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 

Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 2.934 2.557 -12,8 630,1 513,8 -18,4 2.280,8 1.842,1 -19,2
Kentriki Makedonia 7.253 6.458 -11,0 1.897,4 1.725,1 -9,1 8.176,5 6.427,6 -21,4
Dytiki Makedonia 1.100 844 -23,3 291,2 212,5 -27,0 1.131,1 768,7 -32,0
Thessalia 3.349 3.079 -8,1 824,9 710,3 -13,9 3.143,5 2.474,6 -21,3
Ipeiros 1.993 1.859 -6,7 546,6 525,6 -3,8 2.053,2 1.939,3 -5,5
Ionioi Nisoi 2.061 1.961 -4,9 388,4 330,3 -15,0 1.358,9 1.129,3 -16,9
Dytiki Ellas 4.360 4.218 -3,3 966,4 752,2 -22,2 3.570,8 2.554,8 -28,5
Sterea Ellas 4.331 3.913 -9,7 987,4 804,5 -18,5 4.106,7 2.942,2 -28,4
Peloponnisos 4.688 4.508 -3,8 1.071,1 915,2 -14,6 3.923,7 3.169,9 -19,2
Attiki 15.468 13.732 -11,2 3.404,4 2.465,6 -27,6 12.602,8 8.990,0 -28,7
Voreio Aigaio 1.617 1.329 -17,8 212,1 178,6 -15,8 718,1 599,0 -16,6
Notio Aigaio 3.430 2.989 -12,9 654,0 572,1 -12,5 2.245,6 1.843,4 -17,9
Kriti 3.772 3.054 -19,0 1.138,9 826,1 -27,5 4.079,1 3.013,1 -26,1
Greece, Total 56.356 50.501 -10,4 13.013,0 10.531,8 -19,1 49.390,8 37.694,2 -23,7

* Provisional data 

Surface (in thousand m2 )

Νovember-Οctober Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

Νovember-Οctober

Νovember-ΟctoberChange 
(%) 

Νovember-Οctober
Number of building permits

Change 
(%) 

               Table 3.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Volume (in thousand m3 )

               Table 4.           Private Building Activity , by Region, for the period

Region Νovember-Οctober Change 
(%) 

Νovember-Οctober
Volume (in thousand m3 )

Change 
(%) 

Region
Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m2 )
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January- October 2009 and 2010 *

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 2.435 2.079 -14,6 539 440 -18,4 1.997 1.609 -19,4
Kentriki Makedonia 6.052 5.285 -12,7 1.646 1.496 -9,1 7.159 5.481 -23,4
Dytiki Makedonia 904 713 -21,1 241 204 -15,7 952 742 -22,0
Thessalia 2.779 2.562 -7,8 695 591 -14,9 2.601 2.086 -19,8
Ipeiros 1.681 1.523 -9,4 474 384 -18,9 1.743 1.376 -21,1
Ionioi Nisoi 1.692 1.624 -4,0 303 275 -9,1 1.063 938 -11,7
Dytiki Ellas 3.690 3.510 -4,9 800 630 -21,3 3.031 2.154 -28,9
Sterea Ellas 3.602 3.162 -12,2 894 692 -22,6 3.726 2.385 -36,0
Peloponnisos 3.858 3.748 -2,9 858 759 -11,5 2.974 2.568 -13,6
Attiki 12.549 10.945 -12,8 2.712 1.823 -32,8 9.892 6.503 -34,3
Voreio Aigaio 1.315 1.084 -17,6 164 131 -20,5 542 440 -18,8
Notio Aigaio 2.745 2.357 -14,1 494 463 -6,4 1.659 1.493 -10,0
Kriti 3.095 2.482 -19,8 929 685 -26,3 3.320 2.556 -23,0
Greece, Total 46.397 41.074 -11,5 10.749,0 8.572,9 -20,2 40.658,4 30.330,4 -25,4

* Provisional data 

January- October 2009 and 2010 *

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki 2.384 2.043 -14,3 512 413 -19,3 1.883 1.498 -20,5
Kentriki Makedonia 5.930 5.186 -12,5 1.545 1.442 -6,7 6.705 5.247 -21,7
Dytiki Makedonia 877 699 -20,3 217 186 -14,5 829 663 -19,9
Thessalia 2.742 2.535 -7,5 660 574 -13,0 2.454 2.001 -18,5
Ipeiros 1.652 1.504 -9,0 453 356 -21,6 1.663 1.260 -24,2
Ionioi Nisoi 1.680 1.621 -3,5 300 274 -8,4 1.051 936 -11,0
Dytiki Ellas 3.667 3.488 -4,9 760 615 -19,1 2.861 2.086 -27,1
Sterea Ellas 3.557 3.144 -11,6 824 649 -21,3 3.340 2.349 -29,7
Peloponnisos 3.816 3.729 -2,3 844 734 -13,1 2.918 2.483 -14,9
Attiki 12.530 10.935 -12,7 2.702 1.815 -32,8 9.837 6.478 -34,1
Voreio Aigaio 1.303 1.080 -17,1 164 129 -21,2 541 435 -19,7
Notio Aigaio 2.734 2.351 -14,0 488 458 -6,1 1.637 1.481 -9,5
Kriti 3.073 2.452 -20,2 910 655 -28,0 3.233 2.411 -25,4
Greece, Total 45.945 40.767 -11,3 10.378,9 8.300,0 -20,0 38.953,0 29.327,6 -24,7

* Provisional data 

Region

Change 
(%) 

January-October

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m2 ) Volume (in thousand m3 )

January-October

               Table 6.           Private Building Activity , by Region, for the period

Change 
(%) 

January-October

               Table 5.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period

Region
Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m2 ) Volume (in thousand m3 )

January-October Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

January-October Change 
(%) 

January-October
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                   Graph 1. Private Building Activity, by Region, in October 2009 and 2010

for the period November 2008 - October 2009 and November 2009 -October 2010 
               Graph 2.           Private Building activity. Change (%) of building volume, by Region
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Building Activity Survey

 Legal Framework 

 Reference Period 01/10/2010 to 31/10/2010

 Coverage

 Definitions

General  Remark

References

EXPLANATORY NOTES

The Building Activity Survey has been providing data on a monthly and yearly basis, since 1964.
The purpose of this survey is to register the total number of building permits issued by the
responsible administrative authorities, which are devolved to complete the questionnaire. The
survey covers all the features of building activity, such as the type of building permit, the type of
construction, the type and the characteristics of the building and its auxiliary spaces, as well as
building usage, surface, volume and value.   

The survey is fully harmonized with the European legislation. The primary legislative act is
Regulation (EU) 1165/1998, as it was amended according to Regulation (EU) 1158/2005. 

Building Addition  is every construction that adds building volume (space) to an existing building, 
in terms of surface, height or both and  creates a residence, a shop or both.

The survey is exhaustive and covers the total number of issued building permits across the 
country.

Building Permit  refers to all types of building permits. These are permits for new buildings or 
permits for additions, repair, renovation, demolition, legitimization, amendment and modification of 
a building.

New building  is any built-property raised on an uncovered site or in the place of an old building 
that has been demolished.

The denotation of  "built-property"  is equal to  "building".

Building  is every permanent and independent structure, which has walls and a roof and consists 
of one or more rooms and other complementary spaces.  Normally, buildings feature four walls.  
However, a construction open from one or even two sides will be considered a building, as long as 
it has a roof.

More information (questionnaires, methodology) with regards to the Building Activity Survey is 
available on EL.STAT’s web-site: www.statistics.gr, under the links: Statistical Themes > Building 
and Constructions > Building Activity or Constructions.

Any delineation that may occur between the sum of sub totals and the totals is due to rounding.

Building volume  (the net building volume) refers to the area that is included between the 
external surface of the external walls, the lowest level (the basement or the sub-basement, if it 
exists) and the roof of the building.  If there is an open ground floor not enclosed within walls 
between the lower floor and the roof, its volume is taken into account. The relevant authorities 
calculate the volume of the building during the issuing of the building permit.

Surface of new-built property   is considered to be the sum of each floor space along with the 
outer space of the outer walls.                                                                                   
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