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Decrease in the volume of Total building Activity by 24.9 % 

                                 Survey of Building Activity : August 2010 

According to provisional data published by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, in August 2010 the
total Building Activity (private-public), in the whole country, which is calculated by the number
of issued building permits, amounted to 2.716. This figure corresponds to 529.3 thousand m 2  

of surface and 1,846.0  thousand m 3 of volume, which shows a decrease of  5.5%, in the  
number of building permits,  of 23.1% in surface and of 24.9% in volume as compared to the
same month of 2009 (Table 1).

Private Building Activity, in the whole country, summed to 2,697 building permits, which corresponds
to 519.1 thousand m2 of surface and 1,803.9 thousand m 3 of volume. As compared to the same 
month of 2009 (Table 2), there is a decrease in the number of building permits of 5.2%,  in surface of 
23,5% and in volume of 24,8% (Table 2).
Public Building Activity in the whole country in August 2010, amounted to 19 building permits,
which corresponds to 10.2 thousand m 2 of surface and 42.1 thousand m3 of volume. The 
contribution of Public Building Activity in the total building volume , in August 2010, is 2.3%.

In the last twelve months, from September 2009 until August 2010, the total Building Activity
(Private and Public) in Country Total, measured by the number of issued building permits, amounted
to 52,352.This figure corresponds to 11,193.4 thousand m 2 of surface and 40,695.5 thousand m 3

of volume, which shows a decrease of 10.6% in the number of building permits,  20.1%  in surface
and 24.1% in volume compared to the respective period of September 2008 - August 2009 (Table 3).
In the same period from September 2009 until August 2010, Private Building Activity shows in Country
Total, a reduction by 10.5% in the number of issued building permits, 20.1% in  surface and 24.0%
in volume, compared to the respective period September 2008 - August 2009 (Table 4).
The contribution of Public Building Activity in the total building volume, for the same period, is 3.2%.

During the period January-August 2010, the total Building Activity(private-public) in the whole country,
indicated a decrease  of 10.4% in the number of issued building permits, 21.2% in surface and 26.0% 
in volume compared to the same period of the year 2009 (Table 5).

During the same period January-August 2010,private building activity in the whole country, indicated
a decrease of 10.2% in the number of issued building permits,20.5% in surface and 25.2%
in volume in comparison with the same period of January-August 2009 (Table 6).
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2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 230 181 -21,3 47,9 25,4 -47,0 162,8 83,7 -48,6
Central Makedonia 360 381 5,8 79,4 76,4 -3,9 297,4 284,7 -4,3
Western Makedonia 69 53 -23,2 16,6 12,2 -26,9 63,1 42,5 -32,6
Thessalia 155 201 29,7 30,5 38,9 27,8 111,7 123,8 10,9
Ipiros 173 137 -20,8 59,1 37,0 -37,4 223,7 134,7 -39,8
Ionian Islands 125 148 18,4 23,9 19,3 -19,2 81,6 66,2 -18,9
Western Greece 297 284 -4,4 62,3 44,4 -28,9 229,1 145,7 -36,4
Central Greece 256 212 -17,2 50,4 44,2 -12,4 210,2 144,1 -31,4
Peloponissos 226 266 17,7 52,6 48,1 -8,6 159,6 173,1 8,4
Attiki 399 335 -16,0 114,9 65,0 -43,5 384,4 232,3 -39,6
North Egeo 80 102 27,5 12,0 11,0 -8,9 43,8 37,8 -13,7
South Egeo 245 206 -15,9 47,9 55,0 14,8 156,1 181,1 16,0
Kriti 259 210 -18,9 90,9 52,6 -42,1 335,8 196,3 -41,5
Greece, Total 2.874 2.716 -5,5 688,6 529,3 -23,1 2.459,3 1.846,0 -24,9

* Provisional data 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 225 177 -21,3 46,0 24,7 -46,3 155,5 80,8 -48,0
Central Makedonia 355 376 5,9 78,2 73,3 -6,2 290,8 270,0 -7,1
Western Makedonia 67 51 -23,9 15,5 11,9 -23,3 59,2 41,2 -30,3
Thessalia 154 200 29,9 30,2 38,7 27,9 109,9 122,8 11,7
Ipiros 170 136 -20,0 59,0 35,9 -39,2 223,3 130,8 -41,5
Ionian Islands 124 148 19,4 23,9 19,3 -19,2 81,6 66,2 -18,9
Western Greece 296 283 -4,4 62,3 43,2 -30,7 229,1 140,1 -38,8
Central Greece 252 209 -17,1 49,4 40,7 -17,6 203,8 132,0 -35,2
Peloponissos 224 266 18,8 52,6 48,1 -8,6 159,6 173,1 8,4
Attiki 399 335 -16,0 114,9 65,0 -43,5 384,4 232,3 -39,6
North Egeo 79 102 29,1 12,0 11,0 -8,9 43,8 37,8 -13,7
South Egeo 244 205 -16,0 47,9 55,0 14,8 156,1 181,1 16,0
Kriti 256 209 -18,4 86,8 52,4 -39,6 303,2 195,6 -35,5
Greece, Total 2.845 2.697 -5,2 678,8 519,1 -23,5 2.400,3 1.803,9 -24,8

* Provisional data 

August Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

August

Surface (in thousand m2 )

                  Table 1.        Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, on August 2009  and  2010 *

Region
Number of building permits Volume (in thousand m3 )

AugustAugust Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

August Change 
(%) 

AugustChange 
(%) 

               Table 2.           Private Building Activity, by Region, on August 2009 and 2010*

Surface (in thousand m2 ) Volume (in thousand m3 )
Region

Number of building permits
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and September 2009 - August 2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 3.055 2.691 -11,9 662,3 571,2 -13,8 2.440,6 2.087,0 -14,5
Central Makedonia 7.637 6.870 -10,0 2.114,5 1.832,2 -13,3 9.102,0 6.943,3 -23,7
Western Makedonia 1.159 913 -21,2 347,5 256,3 -26,3 1.397,9 962,5 -31,1
Thessalia 3.550 3.130 -11,8 991,6 714,3 -28,0 3.908,3 2.578,1 -34,0
Ipiros 2.063 1.922 -6,8 570,5 581,1 1,9 2.145,1 2.192,6 2,2
Ionian Islands 2.149 1.955 -9,0 411,5 330,0 -19,8 1.411,8 1.128,1 -20,1
Western Greece 4.293 4.360 1,6 1.049,1 811,9 -22,6 4.053,4 2.838,0 -30,0
Central Greece 4.547 3.952 -13,1 1.092,3 826,6 -24,3 4.730,2 3.049,0 -35,5
Peloponissos 4.872 4.634 -4,9 1.160,5 939,4 -19,1 4.181,6 3.310,4 -20,8
Attiki 16.222 14.043 -13,4 3.506,5 2.602,6 -25,8 12.878,9 9.508,4 -26,2
North Egeo 1.672 1.368 -18,2 221,5 192,7 -13,0 755,0 640,9 -15,1
South Egeo 3.431 3.239 -5,6 698,2 601,7 -13,8 2.384,3 1.966,2 -17,5
Kriti 3.934 3.275 -16,8 1.187,7 933,4 -21,4 4.243,8 3.491,1 -17,7
Greece, Total 58.584 52.352 -10,6 14.013,7 11.193,4 -20,1 53.633,2 40.695,5 -24,1

* Provisional data 

and September 2009 - August 2010 *

2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 2008 -2009 2009 - 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 3.003 2.642 -12,0 638,7 536,3 -16,0 2.341,3 1.942,2 -17,0
Central Makedonia 7.491 6.749 -9,9 2.009,9 1.753,8 -12,7 8.678,6 6.602,9 -23,9
Western Makedonia 1.129 891 -21,1 321,8 233,3 -27,5 1.271,0 856,1 -32,6
Thessalia 3.510 3.098 -11,7 948,2 695,7 -26,6 3.686,4 2.482,3 -32,7
Ipiros 2.031 1.900 -6,5 550,1 550,2 0,0 2.063,9 2.064,8 0,0
Ionian Islands 2.135 1.945 -8,9 408,1 328,3 -19,6 1.398,9 1.121,4 -19,8
Western Greece 4.267 4.333 1,5 1.006,8 793,6 -21,2 3.878,3 2.748,0 -29,1
Central Greece 4.504 3.932 -12,7 1.033,0 810,6 -21,5 4.385,3 2.985,8 -31,9
Peloponissos 4.822 4.605 -4,5 1.137,5 929,0 -18,3 4.092,7 3.273,1 -20,0
Attiki 16.196 14.031 -13,4 3.498,9 2.586,7 -26,1 12.837,8 9.441,4 -26,5
North Egeo 1.660 1.359 -18,1 221,4 191,5 -13,5 754,7 636,3 -15,7
South Egeo 3.420 3.232 -5,5 690,4 596,1 -13,7 2.350,5 1.947,9 -17,1
Kriti 3.908 3.238 -17,1 1.167,7 892,4 -23,6 4.141,6 3.303,3 -20,2
Greece, Total 58.076 51.955 -10,5 13.632,5 10.897,4 -20,1 51.881,0 39.405,5 -24,0

* Provisional data 

Surface (in thousand m2 )

September-August Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

September-August

September-August

Surface (in thousand m2 )

Change 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

               Table 3.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period September 2008 - August 2009

Volume (in thousand m3 )
September-August

Number of building permits

               Table 4.           Private Building Activity , by Region, for the period September 2008 - August 2009

Region September-August Change 
(%) 

September-August
Volume (in thousand m3 )

Change 
(%) 

Region
Number of building permits
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2009 and 2010 *

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 1.936 1.669 -13,8 426 353 -17,1 1.569 1.298 -17,3
Central Makedonia 4.782 4.309 -9,9 1.297 1.191 -8,2 5.736 4.302 -25,0
Western Makedonia 695 553 -20,4 179 164 -8,3 700 592 -15,4
Thessalia 2.206 2.009 -8,9 554 436 -21,3 2.083 1.575 -24,4
Ipiros 1.355 1.237 -8,7 380 312 -18,0 1.382 1.132 -18,1
Ionian Islands 1.331 1.249 -6,2 242 213 -12,1 854 724 -15,3
Western Greece 2.880 2.813 -2,3 643 514 -20,1 2.441 1.761 -27,9
Central Greece 2.924 2.503 -14,4 736 513 -30,3 3.166 1.895 -40,1
Peloponissos 3.054 3.046 -0,3 703 597 -15,1 2.388 2.015 -15,6
Attiki 10.261 8.957 -12,7 2.236 1.475 -34,1 8.128 5.221 -35,8
North Egeo 1.069 868 -18,8 130 109 -16,0 427 361 -15,3
South Egeo 2.042 1.898 -7,1 391 384 -1,8 1.285 1.226 -4,6
Kriti 2.440 2.011 -17,6 730 554 -24,1 2.585 2.116 -18,2
Greece, Total 36.975 33.122 -10,4 8.646,9 6.813,6 -21,2 32.744,4 24.217,0 -26,0

* Provisional data 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
E. Makedonia and Thraki 1.895 1.639 -13,5 404 328 -18,8 1.479 1.194 -19,3
Central Makedonia 4.688 4.235 -9,7 1.227 1.153 -6,0 5.421 4.139 -23,7
Western Makedonia 672 541 -19,5 158 147 -6,8 594 516 -13,1
Thessalia 2.176 1.988 -8,6 521 421 -19,2 1.947 1.502 -22,9
Ipiros 1.331 1.224 -8,0 365 292 -20,1 1.327 1.050 -20,9
Ionian Islands 1.321 1.246 -5,7 240 212 -11,4 845 722 -14,6
Western Greece 2.863 2.799 -2,2 607 504 -17,1 2.289 1.707 -25,4
Central Greece 2.886 2.492 -13,7 678 509 -24,9 2.826 1.879 -33,5
Peloponissos 3.020 3.030 0,3 691 594 -14,0 2.340 2.008 -14,2
Attiki 10.245 8.949 -12,7 2.232 1.467 -34,3 8.103 5.195 -35,9
North Egeo 1.058 865 -18,2 130 108 -16,8 426 357 -16,3
South Egeo 2.034 1.894 -6,9 386 380 -1,5 1.265 1.214 -4,0
Kriti 2.424 1.987 -18,0 719 530 -26,2 2.523 1.991 -21,1
Greece, Total 36.613 32.889 -10,2 8.357,9 6.644,7 -20,5 31.386,6 23.472,5 -25,2

* Provisional data 

Volume (in thousand m3 )

January-August

Change 
(%) 

               Table 6.           Private Building Activity , by Region, for the period January- August  2009 and 2010 *

January-AugustRegion

Change 
(%) 

Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m2 )

Region
Number of building permits Surface (in thousand m2 ) Volume (in thousand m3 )
January-August Change 

(%) 
Change 

(%) 
January-August

Change 
(%) 

January-August Change 
(%) 

January-August

               Table 5.           Total Building Activity (Private-Public), by Region, for the period January- August 
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                   Graph 1. Private Building Activity, by Region, on August 2009 and 2010*

September 2008 - August 2009 and  September 2009 - August 2010
               Graph 2.           Private Building activity. Change (%) of building volume, by Region, for the period
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Building Activity Survey

 Legal Framework 

 Reference Period 01/8/2010 to 31/8/2010

 Coverage

 Definitions

General  Remark

References

EXPLANATORY NOTES

The Building Activity Survey provides data on monthly and yearly basis, since 1964. The purpose of this survey is
to register the total amount of building permits issued by the relevant administrative authorities, which are
devolved to complete the questionnaire. The survey covers all the features of building activity such as the type of
building permit, the type of construction, the type and the characteristics of the building and its complementary
areas, as well as building usage, surface, volume and value.   

The survey is totally harmonized with the European legislation. The primary legislative act is Regulation (EU)
1165/1998, as it was amended according to Regulation (EU) 1158/2005. 

Building Addition  is considered to be every construction that adds building volume (space) to an existing 
building, be it in surface, height or a combination of both and creates a residence, a shop or both.

The survey is of census and covers the total amount of issued building permits across the country.

Building Permit  refers to all types of building permits. These are permits for new building or addition, repair, 
renovation, demolition, legalization, amendment and modification of a building.

New building  is any built-property raised on an uncovered site or in place of an old building that was demolished.

The denotation of built-property  is equal to the building.

Building  is regarded as every permanent and independent structure, which has walls and a roof and consists of 
one or more rooms and complementary areas.  As a rule, buildings feature four walls.  However, a construction 
that is open from one or even two sides will be considered a building, as long as it has a roof.

More information (tables, questionnaires, methodology) with regards to the Building Activity Survey can be found 
in EL.STAT’s web-site: www.statistics.gr, under the links: Statistical Themes à Building and Constructions à 
Building Activity or Constructions.

Any delineation that may occur between the sum of sub totals and the totals is due to rounding.

Building volume  (the net building volume) refers to the area that is included between the external surface of the 
external walls, the lowest level (the basement or the sub-basement, if it exists) and the roof of the building.  If there 
is an open ground floor not enclosed within walls between the lower floor and the roof, its volume is taken into 
account. The relevant authorities calculate the volume of the building during the issuing of the building permit.

Surface of new-built property   is considered to be the sum of each floor space along with the outer space of the 
outer walls.                                                                                   
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