
 EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Survey on Land 

Registries 

The survey on Land Registries- interim Cadastral Offices- Pledge Registries (hereinafter Land 
Registries) is an annual census survey and the relevant data are collected by means of a statistical 
questionnaire filled in, on a yearly basis, by the aforementioned registries, under the auspices of 
the Prosecution Offices of each Judicial Region. 
The competent persons for the completion of the questionnaires are the Heads of the Land 
Registries and Cadastral Offices. 
The collected data, by Land Registry, refer to the number of registered deeds-copies-certificates 
per year, the duties collected and the value of transactions, by category, during the reference 
year. 

Legal basis The survey is conducted by virtue of the Law 3493/1956 and the Greek Statistical Law 3832/2010, 
as in force. 

Periodicity Annual. 

Definitions  The “National Cadastre” is in a critical point for its implementation. By virtue of the Law 
4512/17.01.18, approximately 390 Land Registries have to be transformed into 17 central 
Cadastral Offices and 75 relevant Branches by the end of January 2020. The relevant works are 
still in progress and a relevant extension of this deadline was granted. 

Land Registries:  they are distinguished into remunerated land registries and non-remunerated 
land registries and belong to the Ministry of Justice.  
The non-remunerated land registries encompass: a) specialized non-remunerated land registries 
which are run by a Land Registrar nominated by the Minister of Justice following a public 
competition and b) non-specialized non-remunerated land registries run by a notary, appointed to 
the local Land Registry. 
Their tasks encompass keeping records of a) mortgages, ratings and confiscations on property, b) 
registration deeds and c) actions brought to the court or other deeds pertaining to property. 
Until the mapping of a territory is completed, the local competent Land registry will operate as 
interim Cadastral Office. 

Cadastral Offices: They are remunerated services and operate under the responsibility of the 
entity “National Cadastre and Mapping Agency S.A.”, supervised by the Ministry of Climate and 
Energy. 
The establishment of the relevant Branches is an ongoing process, depending on the progress 
made in the mapping of the relevant territories and the digitization of the files of the Land 
Registries to be abolished. 

Total of deeds: it refers to the total number of deeds which have been recorded in the all relevant 
Registers 

Total value of transactions (in euro): From reference year 2015, the total value of the transactions 
for the relevant deeds is recorded, as described in the registered deed. 

Registrations: it refers to the total number of deeds registered in the Registrations Register. In the 
reference year 2015 onwards, a distinction was made between a) deeds concerning the 
purchase/sale of real estate and b) other registrations, such as deeds concerning changes to 
ownership due to donations, parental donations, expropriation, etc. 
As regards the purchase/sale of property, the value of the transfer of ownership is recorded. In 
case there is a difference between the tax value (objective value) and the transfer value, then the 
highest value is recorded. 
It is not feasible to compare the number of deeds for purchase/sale of real estate registered in the 
Land Registries from the survey on activities of Land Registries with the number of deeds for  
purchase/sale of real estate registered in the survey on activities of Notaries by ELSTAT, due to 
time lag between the compilation of the notarial deed  and its registration in the Land Registries. 
A geographical comparison is also not feasible because a deed for the transfer of ownership of 
property can be drawn up in a different region from the region where the property is registered 
(Land Registry). 



Mortgages - Confiscations: it refers to the total of deeds registered in the Mortgages and 
Confiscations Registers respectively. In the reference year 2016 onwards, they were broken down 
to: a) deeds in favour of the Greek State (referring only to free-of-charge deeds and NOT to deeds 
concerning social security funds, municipalities, etc. whose deeds are classified under “Other 
deeds” and b)other mortgages / confiscations deeds. 

The value of transactions for Mortgages and Confiscations DOES NOT include the value of the 
deeds for releasing liens or lifting obligations, etc.  As regards these specific transactions only the 
number of deeds and the relevant duties are recorded. 

Claims: the total of deeds registered in the Claims Register 

Pledges: In the reference year 2015 onwards, the total number of deeds registered in the Pledges 
– Mortgages Register is recorded. 
The value of transactions for Pledges DOES NOT include the value of the deeds for lifting 
obligations, etc.  As regards these specific transactions only the number of deeds and the relevant 
duties are recorded. 

Other deeds: From reference year 2016, it refers to all other relevant works – deeds that could not 
be classified in the above categories e.g. corrections - errors in cadastral works. 

Copies and Certificates: it refers to the total of copies and certificates issued on the basis of the 
Applications / Reports Registers. 

Duties collected in favour of the State (in euro): duties which are collected in favour of the State. 

Duties collected in favour of the Land Registry (in euro): duties which are collected in favour of 
the non-remunerated Land Registry. Duties are broken down by category of activities. VAT is not 
included. 

Fixed duties - TAXDIK - EKXA (in euro): From the reference year 2015, it refers to duties collected 
in favour of fixed duties, of TAXDIK (i.e. Fund for Financing Judicial Buildings) and of ΕΚΧΑ (Fund of 
the National Cadastre and Mapping, this duty is collected exclusively by the Cadastre offices) for 
the relevant activities/deeds. 

Methodology The data are provided through the completion of the statistical table by the competent Land 
Registrar/Head of Cadastral Offices. More information on the methodology of the survey is 

available on the webpage of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (www.statistics.gr), at the link: 

Statistics  Population and Social Conditions  Justice  Civil Justice  Land Registries 
Methodology 
In the tabulations of this Press Release, any differences between the sum of the individual values 
and the values listed as totals or in the percentage changes are due to rounding. 
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