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The compilat ion of government f inance statist ics is the responsibi l i ty of Hellenic Statist ical

Authority (ELSTAT) on the basis of specif ic Regulations of the European Union. The methods of

col lection, compilat ion and dissemination of these statist ics are in ful l  accord with the

standards of the European Union, as embodied in EU Regulations and the European Statist ics

Code of practice, as well as with the practices of the European Statist ical System. Specif ical ly,

statist ical methods used by ELSTAT are ful ly independent from public policies'

In compil ing the government f inance statist ics of Greece, ELSTAT collects data from the

insti tut ions that comprise the General Government. For this-and only this-reason, ELSTAT

compiles and uses a Register of General Government Insti tut ions.

The identif ication of insti tut ions for entry into the Register of General Government Insti tut ions

takes place on the basis of cri teria provided in the European System of Accounts (ESA 95).

These criteria are based on economic considerations'

The Register of General Government lnsti tut ions, last updated in Apri l  2Ol' I ,  is not f ixed once

and for al l ,  but is reviewed and revised periodical ly in order to ensure that al l  the insti tut ions

that ought to be in the Register according to the ESA95 criteria are included and those that do

not meet these criteria are excluded'

In mid-20j.0, ELSTAT, in close collaboration with Eurostat, began a review of the Register of

General Government Insti tut ions that had served to compile government f inance statist ics unti l

then, with a priori ty view to addressing quali ty problems with the debt and deficit  f igures of

Greece on account of, inter al ia, the misclassif ication outside General Government of some 20

large insti tut ions (such as the osE, ELGA, EOT, etc) that had the capacity to incur debt'  This

review was an urgent priori ty as Greece and its European and international partners needed to

have a clear picture of the government debt and deficit  statist ics on the basis of which to plan

and implement  economic Pol ic ies '

Following completion of the reclassif ication of large entit ies-when called for by the ESA

criteria-into General Government, ELSTAT embarked with Eurostat assistance on a project of

completing the review and revision of the Register of General Government lnsti tut ions, which is

sti l l  on going, in l ine with an agreed t imetable. This project has involved identifying the small

insti tut ions {the vast majority of which cannot, or do not, incur debt) that need to be included

in the Register, as well as those insti tut ions that were in the Register from the past and which

did not fulf i l l  the ESA 95 criteria for remaining in the Register. The reason for the latter may be

that the classification of these institutions in tl"re Register before 2010 was not correct or that

the economic circumstances of these insti tut iorrs had changed since their entry in the Register'

The inclusion of addit ional insti tut ions in the Register of General Government Insti tut ions, and

thepotent ia l  exc lus ion of  someof those currenr t ly inc ludedfrom theRegis ter ,areexpectedto
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