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SUMMARY QUALITY REPORT FOR USERS
INTEGRATED FARM STATISTICS, YEAR 2023

The Integrated Farm Statistics Survey (IFS), formerly named Farm Structure
Survey (FSS), is a wide-range, periodic statistical procedure aiming at
collecting quantitative information in order to determine the basic
structural characteristics of agricultural and livestock holdings in Greece.
The survey was conducted as part of a special survey program on the
structure of agricultural and livestock holdings, established by the European
Union, to monitor the evolution of the structure of agricultural and livestock
holdings. This program has been carried out in Europe since 1966 and
entails conducting sample surveys every three years, along with the
Agricultural and Livestock Census, during which all holdings are surveyed,
every ten years. The IFS for 2023 was co-funded by the European Union and
was carried out in line with common standards and methods, based on
Regulation (EU) 2018/1091 and Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/2286.

The reference period of the 2023 IFS data, with regard to crops,
employment in the agricultural sector and other characteristics, except
livestock, was the cultivation period from 01/10/2022 till 30/09/2023. The
reference date, with regard to the livestock of the holding, was 01/11/2023.

The IFS survey provides statistical data regarding the structure of
agricultural and livestock holdings, their specific characteristics, as well as
the employment of the rural population in them, at national, regional and
local level. The IFS survey collects data on:

e the number of agricultural and livestock holdings,

e the legal form of holdings,

e the status of agricultural land tenure,

¢ the geographical location of holdings,

¢ the distribution of the Utilized Agricultural Area (UAA) by type of crop

(arable crops, family gardens, permanent meadows and pastures,
multiannual permanent crops, greenhouse crops, etc.),

e irrigable and irrigated areas,

e farmed animals and poultry,

e cultivation techniques,

¢ animal husbandry methods,

e machines and equipment used by the holding,

e rural development measures from which the holding benefitted,

e employment in agriculture and livestock, as well as

e other characteristics of agricultural and livestock farms.
The Agricultural Statistical Register, which constitutes the basic framework
for conducting statistical surveys in the agriculture and livestock sector, is
updated on the basis of the data collected in the IFS survey.

The sampling method used for the survey was the one-stage stratified
random sampling. The sampling unit is the agricultural, livestock or mixed
holding, which is a single unit both technically and economically, operating
under a single manager and producing agricultural products.

The statistical frame of IFS survey is the Agricultural Statistical Register



Definitions

Survey
Organisation
and Quality
Control

which is compiled on the basis of the Agricultural and Livestock Census and
is updated, on a regular basis, from administrative sources, as well as other
agricultural surveys conducted by ELSTAT.

The Agricultural Statistical Register includes all agricultural, livestock or
mixed holdings in Greece, regardless of their legal form (natural or legal
person) and irrespective of the holder's place of residence or the location of
their land or livestock.

Stratification was based on the NUTS3 region, the Type (techno-economical
orientation of production) and the Economic Size of the holding. In each
stratum the sample has been selected with equal probabilities through
systematic random sampling from the population of holdings belonging to
this stratum.

The final sample size was 137,587 holdings, represending more than 22% of
the total of agricultural and livestock holdings of Greece.

The term agricultural, livestock or mixed holding means a single unit, both
technically and economically, operating under a single manager and
producing agricultural products. The statistical unit of the IFS survey, in
accordance with the thresholds set out in Regulation (EC) 2018/1091, was
any holding whose owner, a natural or legal person or legal entity:
a) cultivates at least: fifty (50) stremmas (1 stremma = 0.1 ha) of utilized
agricultural area or twenty (20) stremmas of arable land or five (5)
stremmas of potatoes or five (5) stremmas of fresh vegetables and
strawberries or two (2) stremmas of aromatic, medicinal and spice
plants, flowers and ornamental plants, seeds for sowing and seedlings,
as well as nurseries or three (3) stremmas of fruit trees or one (1)
stremma of vineyards or three (3) stremmas of olive trees or one
hundred (100) square meters (0.1 stremma) of greenhouses or one
hundred (100) square meters of cultivated mushrooms, regardless of
the ownership titles and the place where it is located, or
b) raises privately owned animals corresponding to 1.7 livestock units.

In Greece, for national purposes and in order to have comparability with the
data of previous surveys, a sample of smaller farms, outside the above-
defined thresholds, was also surveyed.

Detailed definitions of all surveyed variables are included in Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2021/2286.

Data collection method: The IFS 2023 data collection was carried out with a
hybrid system, which included two phases:

e Phase A: Online self-enumeration of farms through a special
application, with the help of the enumerator.

e Phase B: Online completion of questionnaires through interviews
conducted by ELSTAT’s enumerators with the owner or manager of the
holding, either at his/her residence or via phone, for holdings where the
online self-enumeration was not feasible.

Data was collected using an electronic questionnaire, through a special
online application, while portable computers (laptops) and touch-screen
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computers (tablets) were used to complete the questionnaires.

Questionnaire: The questionnaire for the IFS 2023 survey was designed in
accordance with the provisions of the applicable Union legislation. The
survey questionnaire included all mandatory variables required by the
European Regulation (EU) 2018/1091, as well as variables that meet
national statistical information requirements. The survey also collected the
Tax Identification Number (TIN) and the Police ID card number of the holder,
aiming at a unique identification number that serves as a unique identifier
for linking the survey data to relevant data from other administrative
sources, thereby updating the Agricultural Statistical Register. As part of the
survey, geolocation data of the holdings were also gathered. Specifically, in
addition to collecting information regarding the settlement in which the
holder resides permanently (individual farm) or the legal seat of the farm
(legal entity), information was also collected regarding the exact location of
the primary agricultural parcel or the largest part of the utilised agricultural
area, in case of agricultural farms, or the exact location of livestock facilities,
in case of livestock or mixed farms.

Data processing: The electronic questionnaire of the survey, by design,
integrated automatic controls for the most error-free and complete
collection of data. When completing the questionnaires, either through self-
enumeration or by the enumerator, automatic logical and completeness
checks were performed. Immediately after completing and submitting each
guestionnaire, the data were automatically stored in the ELSTAT database
and upon completion of the collection they were ready for processing. In
addition, quality checks were carried out using data from other ELSTAT
surveys and data from administrative sources (e.g. from the Ministry of
Rural Development and Food and the Greek Payment Authority of Common
Agricultural Policy Aid Schemes - OPEKEPE). The aim was to investigate the
coverage of farms, as well as to complete any missing values. The collection
of the holder's TIN served as a unique identifier for the connection with
administrative registers and archives. In cases where it was deemed
necessary, additional interviews were carried out with farm owners.

The IFS/FSS data are available for the following years: 1983, 1985, 1987,
1993, 1995, 1997, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2013, 2016 and 2023. Furthermore,
census data are available for the years 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2000, 2009
and 2020. Data, for the time period between 2000 and 2016 are available in
electronic form, while for the rest of the years the data are available in
hardcopy.

More information concerning the results of the survey and the
implemented methodology can be found on the webpage of ELSTAT
(https://www.statistics.gr/en/home/) at the link https://www.statistics.gr/-
en/statistics/agr.




