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CSE Legal Basis
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Framework for the production of 
official statistics in Portugal

• Establishes principles, rules and structure of 
the National Statistical System

Law No. 22/2008

NSS general guidance 
and consultation 

amongst its members

Statistical 
Council

https://cse.ine.pt/



CSE Structure

RELATIONSHIP IN THE  PORTUGUESE STATISTICAL COUNCIL | ESAC-NUCS WORKSHOP – ATHENS – 26 & 27 MARCH 2025 4

It decides on strategic issues pertaining to the NSS 
(e.g. General Guidelines for Official Statistics [5-year period])

COUNCIL SECRETARIAT

WORKING GROUPS

They examine and monitor 

specific aspects related to 

the statistical production, 

issuing recommendations.

Standing
Sections

Ad-hoc
Sections

Plenary

Standing/Ad-hoc Sections appraise 

documents submitted by the Working 

Groups, discuss matters related to the 

national statistical activity and issue 

recommendations and deliberations. 

It provides technical, legal 

and administrative support 

to the activities of the 

Statistical Council in its 

different segments



CSE Sections
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SECTION POWERS

STATISTICAL COORDINATION
• Evaluates strategic documents: General Guidelines, annual Plans and Reports, etc.
• Approves technical tools: classifications, concepts, etc.

STATISTICAL CONFIDENTIALITY
• Supervises matters relating to data protection of statistical information
• Decides on requests for the release of confidential statistical data

ECONOMIC STATISTICS
• Issues opinion on economic statistics – National, Regional and Satellite Accounts, 

Agriculture, Energy, Enterprises, Exchange, Balance of Payments, etc.

SOCIAL STATISTICS
• Issues opinion on social statistics – Population, Education and Training, Justice, 

Health, Labour Market, etc.

TERRITORIAL BASE STATISTICS
• Monitors the territorial base statistics promoting its enrichment and suitability to 

needs of users

REVISION NSS LAW • Preparation of draft law for the revision of the legislation governing the NSS



CSE Organisation Chart
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SS Statistical 

Confidentiality

SS Statistical 

Coordination

SS Economic 

Statistics

SS Social       

Statistics

SS Territorial Base 

Statistics

AdS revision           

NSS Law

WG Economic and 

Social Classifications

WG Macro-

economic Statistics

WG Labour Market 

Statistics

Council Secretariat

Plenary

WG revision 2014 

Urban Areas 

Typology



CSE Composition
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➢Chair: Minister responsible for INE (Statistics Portugal)

➢Vice-Chair: President of INE (Statistics Portugal)

➢Members: Users and Producers of Official Statistics



CSE Members
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- Instituto Nacional de Estatística (Statistics Portugal)

- Banco de Portugal

- Regional Statistical Services – Autonomous Regions of the Azores and Madeira

- ONAs (with Protocols of statistical delegated functions) 

Producers

- Public entities (ministries)

- Data Protection Authority

- Association of Municipalities

- Employers Confederations

- Trade Union representatives

- Consumer Protection Agency

- Universities/researchers

- Personalities (5) of recognised scientific merit and independence

Users

9

20



CSE Functioning
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Members are appointed by the Prime Minister (3-year term, renewable)

Plenary: 2 regular sessions per year 

Sections: 2-4 sessions per year

Decisions issued by the Sections can be re-evaluated by the Plenary, if requested

Working Groups (include technical experts): several sessions (including subgroups)

210 persons: 50 members (regular & substitutes) + 75 WG members + 85 other participants



CSE Functioning: WG revision 
2014 Urban Areas Typology example
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SS Statistical 

Confidentiality

SS Statistical 

Coordination
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Statistics

SS Social       

Statistics

SS Territorial Base 

Statistics

AdS revision           

NSS Law

WG Economic and 

Social Classifications

WG Macro-
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WG Labour Market 

Statistics
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Urban Areas 

Typology

28 members

24 members 
(+19 substitutes) 

16 members 
(+18 substitutes) 



Relationship between users and producers
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Comments & 
Suggestions (new 
projects, variables, 
dissemination, etc.)

Annual Plans

Methodologies 
clarification

Statistical Council

Users Producers

Plenary
Sections

WGs

Final decision by Statistical Authorities
[Technical Independence]

Recommendations



Relationship between users and producers: 
2021 Census example
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More 
information on 
ethnic diversity - 
add question?

Census is not the 
more adequate 
tool for an in-
depth knowledge

Users Producers

Ad-hoc Section
Monitoring 

2021 Census 

Final decision by Statistics Portugal: No question included in 2021 Census; the ”Survey on 
Living Conditions, Origins and Trajectories of the Resident Population” took place in 2023. 

Recommendation: do not include question about ethnic diversity, but an 
alternative solution should be devised for a more specific characterisation. 

Statistical Council



Thank you 

for your attention!
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