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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Election of the President of ELSTAT, 
Mr Athanasios C. Thanopoulos,  

in the Partnership Group of the European Statistical System 
 
 

It is a great pleasure to announce that the President of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT), 
Mr Athanasios C. Thanopoulos, was elected as a member of the Partnership Group of the European 
Statistical System for the period July 2021 - June 2023. 

Mr Thanopoulos was elected unanimously by the Heads of the National Statistical Institutes (NSIs) 
of the EU Member States and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries during the 
recent 46th meeting of the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) held on 20-21 May 2021. 

The Partnership Group is a selective high-level group consisting of a small number of elected Heads 
of NSIs of the European Statistical System (ESS). The mission of the Partnership Group is to promote 
the development the European Statistical System, notably by ensuring the effective functioning of 
its decision-making body, the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC). 
 
At the same time, the Partnership Group forms the Crisis Response Team of the European Statistical 
System, under the Director-General of Eurostat (Statistical Office of the European Union). 
 
The main responsibilities of the Partnership Group are to: 

• Identify and highlight strategic and debatable issues in the ESS that need to be discussed in 
the ESSC; 

• Assist in coordinating the cooperation between the National Statistical Systems and 
Eurostat on strategic issues and in achieving consensus on important controversial issues; 

• Monitor the functioning of the ESSC and its subsidiary bodies. 

The election of the Head of ELSTAT is a distinction that reflects the widespread recognition by his 
counterparts in the European Statistical System of the significant and solid progress being made in 
recent years in the fields of development, production and good governance of Official Statistics in 
Greece. At the same time, it signals that the valuable experience gained, along with the institutional 
maturity accomplished by ELSTAT could serve as an enhancing factor in the development of the 
European Statistical System. 
 
More information on the Partnership Group: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/european-statistical-system/ess-governance-
bodies/partnership-group  
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