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Statement of the Members of the European Statistical System
on recent developments concerning ELSTAT in Greece

We the undersigned, who collectively as members of the European Statistical System
Committee are responsible for overseeing the production of European Statistics to be in
compliance with the highest professional standards throughout the European Union, wish to
express our deep concern at recent developments with regard to ELSTAT in Greece, which
we believe can affect not only the integrity of official statistics in that country, but also the
functioning of the European Statistical System as a whole.

While fully respecting the independence of national judicial systems and abstaining from
commenting on on-going court cases, we are concerned that political debates surrounding
judicial action taken against the Head of the Greek statistical office (ELSTAT) and the calling
into question of the validity of data which have repeatedly passed the stringent quality
checks applied by Eurostat to ensure full compliance with European law seem to disregard
commonly agreed European procedures.

The production of European Statistics on the basis of common rules and standards is the
main task and objective of the European Statistical System (composed of Eurostat and
National Statistical Institutes of EU/EFTA Member States). In particular, statistics of high
policy relevance, such as public finance statistics (including figures on deficit and debt), are
produced according to very precise standards, under a strict European legal framework and
fall under a special scrutiny procedure. To achieve the maximum comparability of public
finance data across the EU, the data are subject to close scrutiny before final approval by
Eurostat.

Furthermore, the European Statistics Code of Practice stipulates that the credibility of
European Statistics shall be ensured by professional independence of statistical authorities
from other policy, regulatory or administrative departments and bodies, as well as from
private sector operators.

We are encouraged that in Greece many important steps have been taken in recent years to
reinforce the credibility of official data, such as the new statistics law establishing ELSTAT
as an independent statistical institute or the signing by the Greek government of a
Commitment on Confidence in European statistics and its subsequent endorsement by the
Greek Parliament. We are confident that Greek authorities will do everything necessary to
protect the independence of ELSTAT, its management and its staff from political and all
other interference and support ELSTAT in ensuring that statistics in Greece are produced in
line with the principles of the European Statistics Code of Practice.

The European Statistical System will very closely observe the further developments in the

Greek statistical system.

The Director General of Eurostat and the Presidents/Directors General
of National Statistical Institutes of the European Union and EFTA



META®PAZH EAZTAT
Avakoivwon twv MeAwv tou Eupwnaikol ITATLOTIKOU ZUCTAUATOG VLA TLG
npdoodarteg e§elielg 6oov adopa tnv EAZTAT otnv EAAGda

Epeic oL umoypadovteg, mou amnod kool w¢ péAN tng Emttponng tou Eupwmnaikol
ITATIOTIKOU ZUOTAUOTOC ELOOTE ApUOSLOL YL TNV EMOTTELA TNG MOPAYWYHG TWV
Eupwrnaikwy ZTaTotikwy cUdwva pe To UPNAOTEPA ETAYYEALATIKA TPOTUTIAL OE
oAOKAnpn tnv Eupwnaikn Evwon, emBupoupe va ekppacoupe tn Babld pag
avnouxia yla T mpoodateg e€eifelc 6oov adopa tnv EAITAT otnv EAAGSa, ot
OTTIOLEC TILOTEVOUUE OTL UITOPOUV VAL ETINPEACOUV OXL LOVO TNV OKEPALOTNTO TWV
EMIONUWYV OTOTIOTIKWY OUTAG TNG XWPOG, AAAA Kal tn Aettoupyia Tou Eupwmnaikol
ITATIOTIKOU ZUOTAHUATOG 0TO CUVOAO ToU.

KaB’ ov xpovov osBopaote MANPWE TNV avetaptnoia Twv eBVIKWY SIKAOTIKWY
CUOTNUATWY KOl OTEXOULE IO TO OXOALAOUO EKKPEUWY SIKAOTIKWY UTIOBETEWY,
OlVNOUXOULE OTL OL TIOALTIKEG OUTNTHOELG TTOU TIEPLBAAOUV TLG SLKAOTIKEG EVEPYELEC
KOTA Tou €MIKEDAANC TNG EAANVIKNC OTATIOTIKAG UTtnpeoiag (EAZTAT) kal n
apdLoBrATnon TNS EYKUPOTNTOG OTATLOTIKWY OTOLXELWV TTOU £XOUV EMAVEIANUUEV
TIEPAOEL TOUC AUOTNPOUG EAEYXOUG TTOLOTNTAC TToU edpappolovtal amo tn Eurostat
wote va e€aodaiiletal n mARPNS cuppopdwon pe Tnv Eupwnaikr vopobeoia,
daivetal va ayvoouv amo kowvol cupdpwvnBeiosc Eupwnaikég Stadikaoled.

H napaywyn twv Eupwnaikwy ZTATIoTIKWY 0T BACNH KOWVWV KAVOVWVY KoL TIPOTUTIWV
elval o KUpLOG OKOTIOG KA N arooToAn Tou Eupwmaikou ZTATIOTIKOU ZUCTHOTOG
(mou amoteAeital amno tn Eurostat kat tig EBVIKEG ZTATIOTIKEG YIINPETLES TWV KpATWY
neAwv tng Evpwmnaikng Evwong kat Tng Eupwraikis Zwvns EAeuBEpwv Zuvaiaywv -
EZEZ). EldIkOTEPQ, OTATIOTIKEG LOLaitepNG onpaciag yla tn dnuoota moALTIKY, 0w
Ol SNLOCLOVOULKEG OTATLOTIKEG (CUUMEPIAAUPBAVOUEVWY TWV OTOLXELWV YLa TO
EMELUPO KaL TO XPEOG), Ttapayovtal cUpdwva e oAU akplPeic mpodlaypadeEc,
EVTOC €VOC auoTNpoU Eupwmaikol VOUOBETIKOU TTAALOIOU KOl UTIOKELVTOL OE ELOLKNA
Stadikaoia evbehexolg eAéyxou. MNa va eTteuxOel N LEYLOTN CUYKPLOLLOTNTA TWV
ONLOCLOVOULKWY OTATLOTIKWY oTolxelwv o€ oAOkANnpn tnv EE, Ta otoxeio umtdkewvtal
o€ auoTtnpo evdelexn EAeyX0 TPLV TNV TEALKN €yKPLOH TOug amo tn Eurostat.

ErutAéov, o Kwdkag OpBng MpakTikig yia Tig Eupwmaikég ZTATIOTIKEG opileL OTL N
aglomiotia twv Eupwmnaikwyv ZTatlotikwy TpemneL va Stacdaliletal pEow tng
ETAYYEALATIKNC aveapTnoiag TWV OTATIOTIKWY apXWV oo AAAEC TTOALTIKEG,
PUBULOTLKEG 1] SLOLKNTIKEG UTtNPETieg Kal popelg, KaBwg Kal and popeic Tou
LOLWTIKOU TOMEQ.

Mag evBappUVEL TO YEYOVOC OTL Ta TeEAsuTala Xpovia otnv EANGSa £€xouv yivel TOANG
KOl CNUAVTLKA Brpata yio TV evioxuon tng aflomiotiog Twv eNionuwy oToelwy,
OTIWG 0 VEOC OTATLOTLKOG VOUOG Ttou KaBlepwvel TNV EAITAT wg pia ave€aptntn
OTATLOTIKN UTtnpeaoia 1 n uroypadn and tnv EAAnvikn KuBépvnon Aéopeuonc yla
Vv Epmniotoouvn otic Eupwmaikég ITATIOTIKEG KAl N eMakoAouBn uloBEtnaon tng amno
TN BouAn twv EAAAvwv. Elpaote olyoupot 6tL ot ENANVIKEG apxEC Ba Kavouv OTL lvat



ovaykaio yla va mpootatevoouv tnv aveéaptnoia tng EAITAT, tn Stoiknor) Tng Kot
TO TIPOCWTILKO TNC OO TIOALTLKEG KoL omtoleadAmoTe AAAEC mapepBAocELC Kol Ba
urntootnpifouv tnv EAITAT oto va Staodaliosl OTL oL OTATIOTIKEG oTnV EAAGSa
mapayovtal cUpPwvaA HE TIG apxeG Tou Kwdika Opbr¢ MpakTikng yia TG Eupwmaikeg
I TOTLOTIKEC.

To Eupwmnaiko ITaTloTiko UoTtnua Oa mopakoAouBel TOAU OTEVA TIG TTEPALTEPW
e€elifelc oto EAANVIKO OTATLOTIKO GUOTNHO.

O levikog AteuBuvtng Ttng Eurostat kat oL Mpoedpot/Tevikol AleuBUVTEG
Twv EBvikwv Ztatiotikwy Yrnpeowwyv tng Evpwrnaikng Evwong kot tng EZEZ



