
   
 HELLENIC REPUBLIC Piraeus, 2 September 2014 
 HELLENIC STATISTICAL AUTHORITY 

 
 
 

2011 POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS  
 
 

Characteristics and amenities of dwellings 
 
 
According to the results of the 2011 Population and Housing Census, the total number of dwellings of 
the Country was 6.384.353. Conventional dwellings amounted to 6.371.901 (99,8%), while non-
conventional dwellings amounted to 12.452 (0,2%). 
 
Table 1 below shows the distribution of dwellings by Region. 
 
Table 1. Dwellings by Region 
 

 
 
 
64,7% of the total number of dwellings of Greece are occupied dwellings and 35,3% are vacant.  
 
Among EU countries, high rates for vacant dwellings are also observed in Portugal (31,9%), Malta 
(31,8%), Bulgaria (31,4%) and in Cyprus ( 31,1%). 
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On the contrary, low percentages as regards vacant dwelling are recorded in Poland (2,5%), the United 
Kingdom (3,6%) and in Luxembourg ( 7,2%).  
 
Graph 1 presents the distribution of the total of conventional dwellings of Greece by occupancy status. 
 
 
Graph 1.Percentage distribution of conventional dwellings by occupancy status 
 

 
 
 
 
The biggest share of conventional dwellings, 22,6%,  was built during the period 1971-1980. 
 
Moreover, 44,7% of the total of conventional dwellings are in blocks of flats, with the big majority of 
them (96,1%) being located in big urban centres.  
 
Graph 2 below shows the distribution of conventional dwellings by period of construction and by type 
of building. 
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Graph 2. Conventional dwellings by period of construction and type of building 
 

 
 
 
Table 2 and Graph 3 below show the distribution of conventional dwellings according to the period of 
their construction and their occupancy status.       
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Table 2. Conventional dwellings by period of construction and occupancy status  
 

 
 
 
Graph 3. Conventional dwellings by period of construction and occupancy status 
 

 
 
 
Graph 4 below illustrates the evolution, over time, of the number of conventional dwellings in the 
Regional Units of the Region of Attiki. 
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Graph 4. Conventional dwellings in Attiki by Regional Unit and period of construction 
 

 
 
 
Table 3 below shows the distribution of the number of conventional dwellings by useful floor space (m2) 
and number of rooms. 
 
Table 3. Conventional dwellings by useful floor space (m2) and number of rooms 
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On the basis of data on the useful floor space (m2) of the total of occupied dwellings of Greece and on the 
number of persons residing in them, it is concluded that the average useful floor space per person is 34,6 
m2. Furthermore, the average number of rooms per dwelling is 3. 
 
Graph 5 shows the distribution of conventional dwellings by period of construction and number of 
rooms.  
 
Graph 5. Conventional dwellings by period of construction and number of rooms 
 

 
 
Table 4 below presents the distribution of conventional occupied dwellings by density of occupation and 
type of ownership. 
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Table 4. Conventional occupied dwellings by density of occupation and type of ownership 

 
 
On the basis of Table 4, it is observed that the biggest share (73,2%) of occupied conventional dwellings 
are owner-occupied and 21,7% are rented ones. The remaining 5,1% of the occupied conventional 
dwellings are under other types of ownership, including cooperative ownership.  
 
Furthermore, the biggest share (99,9%) of the occupied dwellings provide bathing or shower facilities, 
97,4% have access to public water supply system and 77,5% of dwellings have central heating. 
 
Graph 6 below shows the distribution of the occupied conventional dwellings by type of heating. 
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Graph 6. Occupied conventional dwellings by type of heating 
 
 

 
 
 
More analytical data on the dwellings at the level of the Region are available on the website of ELSTAT: 
 
http://www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/PAGE-cencus2011tables
 
Moreover, users can submit an electronic request for statistical data through the website of ELSTAT to 
the following address:   
 
http://www.statistics.gr/pls/apex/f?p=106:1030:1690928374627857::NO::: 
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTE 
 
 

1. Legal framework 
 
The conduct of the General Censuses of Population-Housing and Buildings is provided for in article 10 
of the Law 3832/2010 “Hellenic Statistical System (ELSS) Establishment of the Hellenic Statistical Authority 
(ELSTAT) as an independent authority”.  
In particular, the 2011 Censuses of Buildings and of Population – Housing were conducted on the basis 
of Presidential Decree 168 (Government Gazette 223, issue A/2008) and in compliance with the 
methodological principles of Regulation (EC) 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
and its implementing Regulations related to Population and Housing Censuses, the Joint Ministerial 
Decision 1524/Γ5-473 (Government Gazette 425, issue B/2011) and its amendment (Government Gazette 
783, issue B/2011), and with the Legislative Act relating to the Conduct of the Population-Housing 
Census (Government Gazette 106 issue A/2011), as it was ratified by the Law 3995/2011 (Government 
Gazette 166 issue A/2011).  
 
 

2. Purpose 
 
The purpose of the General Censuses is to collect data on the Resident Population of the Country, the 
demographic, economic and social characteristics of the population, their housing conditions and the 
characteristics of their dwellings, along with data on the stock of buildings of the Country.  
 
 

3. Useful concepts –basic definitions 
 
3.1 Conventional dwelling: it is a permanent and independent structure that consists of at least one 

regular room and it is intended to be used as a dwelling of a household for at least one year. 
  
3.2 Non-conventional dwelling: it is a structure from shoddy materials not necessarily intended for 

dwelling, found occupied during census period.    
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