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1. Legal framework 
 
The conduct of the General Censuses of Population-Housing and Buildings is 
provided for in article 10 of the Law 3832/2010 “Hellenic Statistical System (ELSS) 
Establishment of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) as an independent authority”.  
In particular, the 2011 Censuses of Buildings and of Population – Housing were 
conducted on the basis of Presidential Decree 168 (Government Gazette 223, issue 
A/2008) and in compliance with the methodological principles of Regulation (EC) 
763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council and its implementing 
Regulations related to Population and Housing Censuses, the Joint Ministerial 
Decision 1524/Γ5-473 (Government Gazette 425, issue B/2011) and its amendment 
(Government Gazette 783, issue B/2011), and with the Legislative Act relating to the 
Conduct of the Population-Housing Census (Government Gazette 106 issue A/2011), 
as it was ratified by the Law 3995/2011 (Government Gazette 166 issue A/2011).  
 
 

2. Purpose 
 
The purpose of the General Censuses is to collect data on the Resident Population of 
the Country, the demographic, economic and social characteristics of the population, 
their housing conditions and the characteristics of their dwellings, along with data 
on the stock of buildings of the Country.  
 
 

3. Useful concepts –basic definitions 
 
3.1 Conventional dwelling: it is a permanent and independent structure that 

consists of at least one regular room and it is intended to be used as a dwelling of 
a household for at least one year. 

  
3.2 Non-conventional dwelling: it is a structure from shoddy materials not 

necessarily intended for dwelling, found occupied during census period.    
 


